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To deck a finish’d form divine, 

And fill the sov'reign Artist's plan; 

Th' Almighty's image stamp'd the glowing frame, 

And seal'd him with the noblest name, 

Archetype of beauty, Man, 

ANTISTROPHE. 

SEMICHORUS AND CHORUS. 

Ye spirits pure, that rous'd the tuneful throng, 

And loos'd to rapture each triumphant tongue, 

Again with quick instinctive fire, 

Each harmonious lip inspire: 

Again bid every vocal throat 
Dissolve in tender votive stain. 

AIR. 

Now while yonder white-rob'd train 
Before the mystic shrine, 

In lowly adoration join, 

Now sweep the living lyre, and swell the melting note. 

RECITATIVE. 

Yet ere the holy rites begin, 

The conscious shrine within 
Bid your magic song impart, 

AIR. 

How within the wasted heart, 

Shook by passion's ruthless pow'r, 

Virtue trimm'd her faded flow'r, 

To op'ning buds of fairest fruit; 

How from majestic Nature's blowing face, 

She caught each animating grace, 

And planted there th’ immortal root. 

EPODE. 

RECITATIVE, accompanied. 
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Daughter of gods, fair Virtue, if to thee 
And thy bright Sister, Universal Love, 

Soul of all good, e'er flow'd the soothing harmony 
Of pious gratulation; from above, 

To us, thy duteous votaries, impart 
Pretence divine. 

AIR. 

The sons of antique Art, 

In high mysterious jubilee, 

With Pasan loud, and solemn rite, 

Thy holy step invite, 

And court thy listening ear, 

To drink the cadence clear, 

That swells the choral symphony. 

CHORUS. 

To thee, by foot profane untrod, 

Their votive hands have rear'd the high above. 

RECITATIVE. 

Here shall your impulse kind, 

Inspire the tranced mind. 

AIR. 

And lips of Truth shall tell 
What heav'nly deeds befit, 

The soul by Wisdoms lesson smit; 

What praise he claims, who nobly spurns 
Gay vanities of life, and tinsel joys, 

For which unpurged fancy bums. 

CHORUS. 

What pain he shuns, who dares be wise; 

What glory wins, who dares excel! 

ODE III. 

[Performed at the GRAND CHAPTER of HARODIM. Written by Brother NOORTHOUCK. Set to Music 
byBrother WEBBE.] 

OPENING. 

ORDER is Heaven's first law: thro' boundless space 
Unnumber’d orbs roll round their destin'd race; 

On earth, as strict arrangements still appear, 

Suiting the varying seasons of the year: 

Beneficence divine presents to view 
Its plenteous gifts to man, in order true; 

But chief a mind, these blessings to improve, 

By arts, by science, by fraternal love. 
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DIVISION. 

When men exalt their views to Heav'n's high will, 

With steady aim their duty to fulfd, 

The mind expands, its strength appears, 

Growing with their growing years, 

Mounting the apex of masonic skill. 

Be this the earnest purpose of our lives, 

Success must crown the man who nobly strives! 

CONCLUSION. 

Loud let us raise our swelling strains, 

And Harodim proclaim, 

Of excellence the name; 

Good-will to all, love to each other, 

The due of every skilful brother, 

Who worthily our ancient lore maintains. 

Indulgence in pleasure, 

By prudence we measure; 

And, cheerfully parting, exchange an adieu; 

Till we meet with fresh vigour, our tacks to renew. 

ODE IV. 

[Performed at COACH-MAKERS '-HALL. Written byMr. BROWN. Set to Music by Mr. REMY. ] 

RECITATIVE. 

When first the golden mom aloft, 

With maiden breezes whisp' ring soft; 

Sprung from the east with rosy wing, 

To kiss the heav'nly first-born spring; 

Jehovah then, from hallow'd earth, 

Gave Masonry immortal birth; 

'Twas then the new creation rung, 

And thus the Host of Heaven sung: 

AIR. 

Hail, hail, O hail, thou source of love, 

Great Artist of this goodly frame! 

The earth and sea, the sky above, 

Thou form'st to try immortal fame! 

SEMI-CHORUS. 

To thee, our Sire, 

The cherub choir 

The air move with seraphic found, 

Ye breezes sweet, 

The cadence meet, 

And wast it o'er the hallow'd ground. 


Page 193 of 248 


Illustrations of Masonry - by William Preston 


AIR. 

Ten thousand orbial beauties bright, 
Which long confus'd in chaos lay, 

Thou brought' st them forth to give delight, 
And make the face of Heav'n gay. 

SEMI-CHORUS. 

To thee, our Sire, &c 

RECITATIVE. 

'Twas thus the Heav'ns in concert rung, 
While Nature kind from chaos sprung, 
Brought forth her tender infant green, 

And flow'ry sweets, to deck the scene 
To finish then the Artist's plan, 

Of purest mould he form'd the Man; 

Then gave him an immortal soul, 

And bid him live, and rule the whole; 
While angels, from their golden shrine 
Sung with angelic strains divine: 

AIR. 

Happy, happy mortals rise, 

Taste with us immortal joys, 

Blooming on yon sacred tree, 

Planted by the Deity, 

The hallow'd fruit is MASONRY. 

Far beyond the pregnant sky, 

There the hopes of Masons lie, 

Masons happy choice above, 

Masons every blessing prove, 

Friendship, harmony, and love. 

RECITATIVE. 

Since perfect love and pow'r divine 
First gave our science birth, 

So friendship shall our hearts entwine, 
And harmonize the earth; 

Behold the virgin hither flies, 

To crown us with her blissful joys. 

AIR. 

Blooming as fair Eden's bow'r, 

Friendship, goddess heav'nly bright, 
Dropping in a balmy shower, 

Breathing concord and delight; 

Each Mason feels the sacred fire 
Glow with ardour in his heart; 
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The flame inspires him with desire 
To relieve each other's smart. 

FULL CHORUS. 

From Heav'n since such blessings flow, 

Let ev'ry Mason while below 
Our noble science here improve; 

'Twill raise his soul to realms above, 

And make his lodge - a lodge of love. 

ODE V. 

[By Mr. THOMAS DERMODY.] 

THOU fairest Type of Excellence divine, 

Whose social li nk s the race of man combine, 

Whose awful mandates coward vice control, 

And breathe through nature one enlighten'd soul; 

From thy mild sway benignant virtues rise, 

Pour on the heart, and emulate the skies; 

From thy sage voice sublime Instruction springs, 

While Knowledge waves her many-colour’d wings, 

And star-ey'd Truth, and Conscience, holy zest, 
Enthrone TRUE FEELING in the glowing breast. 

Then deign the labour of thy sons to guide, 

O'er each full line in nervous sense preside, 

Adorn each verse, each manly thought inflame, 

And what we gain from GENIUS give to FAME] 

ODE VI. 

[By Mr. WILLIAM WALKER.] 

STRIKE to melodious notes the golden lyre! 

Spread wide to all around the ardent flame, 

Till each rapt bosom catch the sacred fire, 

And join the glorious theme! 

'Tis Masonry, 

The art sublimely free, 

Where Majesty has bow'd, and own'd a Brother's name! 

Through ample domes wide let the chorus roll, 
Responsive to the ardour of the soul, 

Hail! inspiring Masonry! 

To thy shrine do myriads bend; 

Yet more glorious shalt thou be, 

Till o'er the world thy pow'r extend. 

Still to the sons of Earth thy Light dispense, 

And all shall own thy sacred influence. 
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Though Genius fires, yet faint his rays appear, 

Till thy mysterious lore the soul refine; 

'Tis thou to noblest heights his thoughts must rear, 

And make them doubly thine. 

O Masonry! 

Thou Art sublimely free! 

'Tis thou exalt' st the man, and mak'st him half divine. 

Ye Masons, favour'd men, your voices raise! 

You speak your glory while you sing its praise. 

Hail! Inspiring Masonry, &c. 

Blest be the man, and blest he is, who bears 
With virtuous pride a Mason's sacred name; 

And may each Brother, who the blessing shares, 

Enrich the list of Fame. 

Blest Masonry! 

Thou art sublimely free! 

Heav'n, bids thy happy sons, and they thy worth proclaim 
With loud assent! their cheerful voices raise, 

Their great, immortal Masonry to praise. 

Hail! inspiring Masonry, &c. 

The tow'r sky-pointing, and the dome sublime, 

Rais’d by the mystic rules and forming pow'r, 

Shall long withstand the iron tooth of Time, 

Yet still their fall is sure 
But Masonry, 

The Art sublimely free, 

Founded by God himself, thro' time shall firm endure. 
Still shall its sons their grateful voices raise, 

And joyful sound their Great Grand Master's praise. 

At thy shrine, O Masonry! 

Shall admiring nations bind; 

In future times thy sons shall see 
Thy fame from pole to pole extend. 

To worlds unknown thy heav'n-bom Light dispense, 

And systems own thy sacred influence. 

ODE VII. 

WAKE the lute and quiv'ring strings, 

Mystic truths Urania brings; 

Friendly visitant, to thee 

We owe the depths of MASONRY; 

Fairest of the virgin choir, 

Warbling to the golden lyre, 

Welcome; here thy ART prevail! 

Hail! divine Urania, hail! 
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Here in Friendship's sacred bower, 

The downy-wing'd and smiling hour, 
Mirth invites, and social Song, 

Nameless mysteries among: 

Crown the bowl, and fill the glass, 

To every virtue, every grace, 

To the BROTHERHOOD resound 
Health, and let it thrice go round 

We restore the times of old, 

The blooming glorious age of gold; 

As the new creation free, 

Blest! with gay Euphrosyne; 

We with godlike Science talk, 

And with fair Astrasa walk; 

Innocence adorns the day, 

Brighter than the smiles of May. 

Pour the rosy wine again, 

Wake a louder, louder strain; 

Rapid zephyrs, as ye fly, 

Waft our voices to the sky; 

While we celebrate the NINE, 

And the wonders of the Trine, 

While the ANGELS sing above, 

As we below, of PEACE and LOVE. 

ODE VIII. 

[By Brother DUNCKERLEY. ] 

ALMIGHTY Sire! our heavenly king, 
Before whose sacred name we bend, 
Accept the praises which we sing, 

And to our humble prayer attend! 

All hail, great architect divine! 

This universal frame is thine. 

Thou who did'st Persia's king command, 
A proclamation to extend, 

That Israel's sons might quit his land, 
Their holy temple to attend. 

That sacred place where three in one, 
Compris'd thy comprehensive name; 
And where the bright meridian sun 
Was soon thy glory to proclaim. 

Thy watchful eye, a length, of time, 

The wondrous circle did attend 
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The glory and the power be thine, 

Which shall from age to age descend. 

On thy omnipotence we rest, 

Secure of thy protection here; 

And hope hereafter to be blest, 

When we have left this world of care. 

Grant us, great God, thy powerful aid, 

To guide us through this vale of tears; 

For where thy goodness is display'd, 

Peace soothes the mind, and pleasure cheers. 

Inspire us with thy grace divine, 

Thy sacred law our guide shall be 
To every good our hearts incline, 

From every evil keep us free. 

All hail! &c. 

ODE IX. 

[By the Same.] 

HAIL universal Lord! 

By heaven and earth ador'd; 

All hail! great God! 

Before thy Name we bend, 

To us thy grace extend, 

And to our prayer attend. 

All hail! great God! 

ODE X. 

[Set to Music by Dr. ARNOLD.] 

ASSIST me, ye fair tuneful Nine, 

Euphrosyne, grant me thy aid, 

While the honours I sing of the Trine, 

Preside o'er my number, blithe maid! 

Cease Clamour and Faction, oh cease, 

Fly hence all ye cynical train; 

Disturb not, disturb not the lodge's sweet peace, 
Where Silence and Secrecy reign. 

Religion untainted here dwells, 

Here the morals of Athens are taught; 

Great Hiram's tradition here tells 
How the world out of chaos was brought. 

With fervency, freedom, and zeal, 

Our master's commands we obey; 
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No lowen, no lowen our secrets can steal, 

No babbler our myst'ries betray. 

Here Wisdom her standard displays, 

Here nobly the Sciences shine; 

Here the temple's vast column we raise, 

And finish a work that's divine. 

Illum'd from the East with pure light, 

Here Arts do their blessings bestow; 

And all perfect, all perfect, unfold to the fight, 
What none but a Mason can know. 

If on earth any praise can be found, 

Any virtue unnam'd in my song; 

Any grace in the universe round, 

May these to a Mason belong! 

May each brother his passion subdue, 

Proclaim charity, concord, and love; 

And be hail'd, and be hail’d by the thrice happy few 
Who preside in the Grand Lodge above! 

ODE XL 

URANIA, hail! to thee we sing, 

And all with pleasure own the lay; 

Which from thy sacred fountain spring, 

To clad the free-born sons of day; 

O still attend our meetings here, 

With peace serene, and joy sincere. 

True joys unrussled, calm repose, 

In friendship's sacred band behold, 

The happy recommence of those 
Who laws and liberty uphold; 

Who scorn all base, unmanly views, 

From vice refrain, and virtue choose. 

May each Free-mason good and true, 

In Britain's isle be ever found; 

And in remotest regions too, 

May love and harmony abound; 

And all confess true Wisdom's power, 

Till Time and Masons are no more. 

ODE XII 

ARISE, gentle Muse, and thy wisdom impart 
To each bosom that glows with the love of our Art; 
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For the bliss that from thy inspiration accrues, 

Is what all should admire, and each Mason pursues. 

CHORUS. 

Hence Harmony springs, 'tis the cement of love, 

Fair freedom on earth and bright union above. 

Tho' malice our joy should attempt to control, 

Tho' discord around like an ocean should roll; 

To the one we’ll be deaf, to the other be blind, 

For wisdom alone is the strength of the mind. 

The bright charms of beauty for ever will shine, 

Our Art to adorn with a lustre divine, 

Till Time, circling round, shall unfold the great truth, 
Which thus has united the sage and the youth. 

ANTHEM I. 

GRANT us, kind Heaven! what we request, 

In Masonry let us be blest; 

Direct us to that happy place 
Where Friendship smiles in every face; 

Where Freedom and sweet Innocence 
Enlarge the mind and cheer the sense. 

Where scepter'd Reason, from her throne, 

Surveys the LODGE, and makes us one; 

And Harmony's delightful sway 
For ever sheds ambrosial day: 

Where we blest Eden's pleasures taste, 

While balmy joys are our repast. 

No prying eye can view us here; 

No fool or knave disturb our cheer: 

Our well-form'd laws set mankind free, 

And give relief to misery: 

The poor, oppress'd with woe and grief, 

Gain from our bounteous hands relief. 

Our Lodge, the social Virtues grace, 

And Wisdom's rules we fondly trace; 

Whole Nature open to our view, 

Points out the paths we should pursue. 

Let us subsist in lasting peace, 

And may our happiness increase! 

ANTHEM II. 

By Masons' Art th' aspiring dome 
On stately columns shall arise, 
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All climates are their native home, 

Their godlike actions reach the skies. 
Heroes and kings revere their name, 

While poets sing their lasting fame. 

Great, noble, gen'rous, good, and brave; 

All virtues they must justly claim; 

Their deeds shall live beyond the grave, 
And those unborn their praise proclaim. 
Time shall their glorious acts enrol, 

While love and friendship charm the soul. 

ANTHEM III. 

"Let there be light!" - the Almighty spoke, 
Refulgent streams from chaos broke, 

To illume the rising earth! 

Well pleas'd the Great Jehovah stood - 
The Power Supreme pronounc'd it good, 
And gave the planets birth! 

In choral numbers Masons join, 

To bless and praise this light divine. 

Parent of light! accept our praise! 

Who shedd'st on us - thy brightest rays, 

The light that fills his mind - 
By choice selected, lo! we stand, 

By friendship join'd, a social band! 

That love - that aid mankind! 

In choral numbers, &c. 

The widow's tear - the orphan's cry - 
All wants - our ready hands supply, 

As far as power is given! 

The naked clothe - the pris’ner free - 
These are thy works, Sweet Charity! 
Reveal’d to us from Heaven! 

In choral numbers, &c. 

ANTHEM IV. 

To Heaven's high Architect all praise, 

All praise, all gratitude be given; 

Who deign'd the human soul to raise, 

By mystic secrets sprung from Heaven. 

CHORUS. 

Sound aloud the Great JEHOVAH'S praise; 
To him the dome, the temple raise. 


Page 201 of 248 


Illustrations of Masonry - by William Preston 


SONG I. 

[Tune, Attic Fire.] 

ARISE, and blow thy trumpet, Fame! 
Free-masonry aloud proclaim, 

To realms and worlds unknown; 

Tell them 'twas this great David's son, 

The wise, the matchless Solomon, 

Pris'd far above his throne. 

The solemn temple's cloud-rapt towers, 

Th' aspiring domes are works of ours, 

By us those piles were rais'd; 

Then bid mankind with songs advance, 

And through th' ethereal vast, expanse, 

Fet Masonry be prais'd! 

We help the poor in time of need, 

The naked clothe, the hungry feed, 

'Tis our foundation-stone; 

We build upon the noblest plan, 

For friendship rivets man to man, 

And makes us all as one. Chorus three times 

Still louder, Fame! thy trumpet blow; 

Fet all the distant regions know 
Free-masonry is this; 

Almighty Wisdom gave it birth, 

And Heaven has fix'd it hereon earth, 

A type of future bliss! 

SONG II. 

[Tune, He comes, &c.] 

UNITE, unite, your voices raise; 

Foud, loudly sing Free-masons' praise; 
Spread far and wide their spotless fame, 

And glory in the sacred name. 

Behold, behold, the upright band, 

In Virtue's paths go hand in hand; 

They shun each ill, they do no wrong, 

Strip honour does to them belong. 

How just, how just are all their ways, 
Superior far to mortal praise! 

Their worth, description far exceeds, 

For matchless are Freemasons' deeds. 
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Go on, go on, ye just and true, 

Still, still the same bright paths pursue; 

Th' admiring world shall on ye gaze, 

And Friendship's altar ever blaze. 

Begone, begone, fly discord hence! 

With party rage, and insolence! 

Sweet Peace shall bless this happy band, 

And Freedom smile throughout the land. 

SONG III. 

[Tune, Rule Britannia.] 

WHEN earth's foundation first was laid, 

By the almighty Artist's hand, 

'Twas then our perfect, our perfect laws were made, 
Establish'd by his strict command, 

CHORUS. 

Hail, mysterious; hail, glorious Masonry! 

That makes us ever great and free. 

In vain, mankind for shelter sought, 

In vain from place to place did roam, 

Until from Heaven, from Heaven he was taught 
To plan, to build, to fix his home. 

Illustrious hence we date our Art, 

Which now in beauteous piles appear; 

And shall to endless, to endless time impart, 

How worthy and how great we are. 

Nor we less fam'd for every tie 
By which the human thought is bound; 

Love, truth, and friendship, and friendship socially 
Unite our hearts and hands around. 

Our actions still by virtue blest, 

And to our precepts ever true; 

The world admiring, admiring shall request 
To learn, and our bright paths pursue. 

SONG IV. 

[Tune, Rule Britannia.] 

ERE God the Universe began, 

In one rude chaos matter lay, 

And wild disorder overran, 

Nor knew of light one glimmering ray; 
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While, in darkness, o'er the whole 
Confusion reign'd without control. 

Then God arose, his thunders hurl'd, 

And bade the elements arise 
In air he hung the pendent world, 

And o'er it spread the azure skies; 

Stars in circle caus'd to run, 

And in the centre fix'd the Sun. 

Then Man he call'd forth out of dust, 

And form’d him with a living soul; 

All things committed to his trust, 

And made him ruler of the whole; 

But, ungrateful unto Heaven, 

The rebel was from Eden driven. 

From thence proceeded all our woes, 

Nor could mankind one comfort cheer; 

Until Free-masonry arose, 

And form’d another Eden here; 

'Tis only on Masonic ground, 

Pleasure with innocence is found. 

'Tis here the purest fountains flow, 

Here naught corrupt can enter in; 

Here trees of knowledge stately grow, 

Whose fruit we taste, exempt from sin; 

In friendship sweet we still abound, 

While guardian Angels hover round. 

SONG V. 

[Written by Brother NOORTHOUCK, and sung in the PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE at Margate in Kent, 
June 12, 1 786, by Brother ROBSON. ] 

[Tune, Rule Britannia.] 

WHIFE trifles lead the world astray, 

And vice seduces giddy youth; 

Rejoice, my brethren, in this auspicious day, 

That guides a steady few to truth; 

Raise, raise your voices, ye Kentish Masons all, 

'Tis SAWB RIDGE rules, obey his call. 

Shall Masonry through Britain spread, 

And flourish every where but here? 

Forbid it, Virtue! while you our footsteps lead, 

Kent foremost shall in worth appear; 

Huzza, my brethren! to SAWB RIDGE raise the song, 

Our grateful strains to him belong. 
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When Harold's crown the Norman gain'd, 

In Kent a hardy race he found; 

Whose sons to cherish, their ancient fame unstain'd 
Preserve it on masonic ground: 

True to your duty, your ancestors, and land, 

Let SAWB RIDGE lead a worthy band. 

Away with politics and news, 

Away with controversies all; 

We're here united, above all party views, 

And gladly hail the social call; 

Fill, fill your glasses; let SAWB RIDGE be the toast, 
Long may we his protection boast! 

SONG VI. 

[By J. F. STANFIELD, Sunderland.] 

[ANACREONTIC.] 

NOT the fictions of Greece, or the dreams of old Rome, 
Shall with visions mislead, or with meteors consume, 

No Pegasus' wings my short soarings misguide; 

Nor raptures detain me on Helicon side. 

All clouds now dissolve; from the east beams the day - 
Truth rises in glory and wakens the lay. 

The eagle-ey'd Muse - sees the light - fills the grove 
With the songs of Freemasons, of Friendship, and Love 

Inspir’d with the theme, the Divinity flies, 

And thron'd on a rainbow - before her arise 
Past, Present, and Future - with splendid array, 

In masonic succession, their treasures display; 

She views murder’d Merit by ruffian-hand fall, 

And the grave give its dead up, at fellowship's call! 
While the Craft, by their badges, their innocence prove; 
And the song of Freemasons is Friendship and Love! 

From those ages remote, see the Muse speeds her way, 
To join in the glories the Present display. 

In freedom and friendship, she sees the true band 
With their splendour and virtues illumine the land. 
Religion's pure beams break the vapours of night, 

And from darkness mysterious, the Word gives the light! 
While the Lodge here below, as the choirs from above, 
Join the song of Freemasons in Friendship and Love! 

That the Future might keep, what the Present bestows, 

In rapture prophetic the goddess arose; 

As she sung through the skies, angels echo'd the sound, 
And the winds bore the notes to the regions around; 
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The kind proclamation our song shall retain, 

'Twas - That Masonry long may its lustre maintain 
'And till Time be no more, our fraternity prove, 

'That the objects we aim at, are Friendship and Love!' 

SONG VII. 

[Tune, Rural Felicity.] 

YE dull stupid mortals give o'er your conjectures, 
Since Freemasons' secrets ye ne'er can obtain; 

The Bible and compasses are our directors, 

And shall be as long as this world doth remain. 

Here friendship inviting, here freedom delighting, 
Our moments in innocent mirth we employ: 

CHORUS. 

Come, see, Masons' felicity, 

Working and singing with hearts full of joy. 

No other Society that you can mention, 

Which has been, is now, or hereafter shall be, 
However commendable be its intention, 

Can ever compare with divine Masonry. 

No envy, no quarrels, can here blast our laurels, 

No passion our pleasures can ever annoy 
Come, see, &c. 

To aid one another we always are ready, 

Our rites and our secrets we carefully guard; 

The lodge to support, we like pillars are steady, 

No Babel confusion our work shall retard. 

Ye mortals, come hither, assemble together, 

And taste of those pleasures which never can cloy. 
Come, see, &c. 

We are to the Master for ever obedient, 

Whenever he calls, to the Lodge we repair; 
Experience has taught us, that 'tis most expedient 
To live within compass, and act on the square. 

Let mutual agreement be Freemasons' cement, 

Until the whole universe Time shall destroy. 

Come, see, &c. 

SONG VIII. 

[Tune, When PhDbus the tops, &c.] 

WHILE princes and heroes promiscuously fight, 

And for the world's empire exert all their might, 
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We sit in the Lodges from danger secure, 

No hardships we meet with, no pains we endure; 

But each brother cheerfully joins in a song; 

Our rites we renew, 

Our pleasures pursue; 

Thus we waft time along. 

To restless ambition we never give way, 

Our friends and our secrets we never betray; 
Henceforth, O ye Heroes, your ravages cease, 

And the laurels ye wear, to Freemasons release 
Tho' ye won them by warfare, we claim them by peace. 
They are ours, ours, ours, ours, ours; 

Tho' ye won them by warfare, we claim them by peace. 

SONG IX. 

[Tune, Hearts of Oak.] 

No sect in the world can with Masons compare, 

So ancient, so noble the badge which they wear, 

That all other Orders, however esteem'd, 

Inferior to Masonry justly are deem'd, 

CHORUS. 

We always are free, 

And for ever agree; 

Supporting each other, 

Brother helps brother, 

No mortals on earth are so friendly as we. 

When first attic fire mortals glory became, 

Tho' small was the spark, it soon grew to a flame; 

As Ph bus celestial transcendently bright, 

It spread o'er the world a fresh torrent of light. 

We always, &c. 

The greatest of monarchs, the wisest of men, 
Freemasonry honour'd again and again; 

And nobles have quitted all other delights, 

With joy to preside o'er our mystical rites. 

We always, &c. 

Tho' some may pretend we've no secrets to know, 

Such idle opinions their ignorance show; 

While others, with raptures, cry out, they're reveal'd, 

In Freemasons’ bosoms they still lie conceal’d. 

We always, &c. 

Coxcomical pedants may say what they can, 

Abuse us, ill use us, and laugh at our plan; 
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We'll temper our mortar, enliven our souls, 

And join in a chorus o'er full flowing bowls., 

We always, &c. 

SONG X. 

By Brother STEPHEN JONES. 

[Tune, Hearts of Oak.] 

A SYSTEM more pure ne'er was modell'd by man, 

Than that which we boast as the Freemason's plan; 

It unites all the world by the strongest of ties, 

And adds to men's bliss, while it makes them more wise. 

From the prince to the boor, 

Be he rich, be he poor, 

A MASON is a BROTHER, 

And each will help the other, 

So grateful the tie is of FREEMASONRY. 

That hence flow the purest enjoyments of life, 

That banish’d from hence are dissension and strife, 

That the lessons are good which we practise and teach, 
Are truths that our foes vainly strive to impeach. 

From the prince, &c. 

The greatest of monarchs, the wisest, and best, 

Have Masons become, and been true to the test; 

And still with that SANCTION our rights are pursu'd, 
Adrmir'd by the wise, and approv'd by the good. 

From the prince, &c. 

Yet let not the "Man of our hearts" be unsung, 

Nor forget the effects of his well-pleading tongue; [ cxxx ] 
May the prayers of our orphans to Heaven ascend, 

And secure its best blessings for MOIRA their friend! 
From the prince, &c. 

The tack were too tedious the deeds to record 
Of the great and the good, that our annals afford; 

In a word, let us utter this truth to mankind, 

There's no temple more pure than the true Mason's mind. 
From the prince, &c. 

SONG XI. 

[Tune, Goddess of Ease.] 

GENIUS of Masonry descend, 

And with thee bring thy spotless train; 
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Constant our sacred rites attend, 

While we adore thy peaceful reign; 

Bring with thee Virtue, brightest maid, 

Bring Love, bring Truth, and Friendship here; 
While social Mirth shall lend her aid, 

To sooth the wrinkled brow of Care. 

Come, Charity, with goodness crown'd, 
Encircled in thy heavenly robe, 

Diffuse thy blessings all around, 

To every corner of the globe; 

See where she comes, with power to bless, 
With open hand, and tender heart, 

Which wounded feels at man's distress, 

And bleeds at every human smart. 

Envy may every ill devise, 

And Falsehood be thy deadliest foe, 

Thou, Friendship, still shalt towering rise, 
And sink thine adversaries low: 

Thy well-built pile shall long endure, 

Through rolling years preserve its prime, 
Upon a rock it stands secure, 

And braves the rude assaults of Time. 

Ye happy few, who here extend, 

In perfect lines, from east to west, 

With fervent zeal the Lodge defend, 

And lock its secrets in each breast: 

Since ye are met upon the square, 

Bid Love and Friendship jointly reign 
Be Peace and Harmony your care, 

Nor break the adamantine chain. 

Behold the planets how they move, 

Yet keep due order as they run; 

Then imitate the Stars above, 

And shine resplendent as the Sun: 

That future Masons, when they meet, 

May all our glorious deeds rehearse, 

And say, their Fathers were so great, 

That they adorn’d the universe. 

SONG XII. 

[Tune, Arno's Vale.] 
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When my divine A 1th tea's charms 
No more shall kindle soft alarms, 

And the keen lightning of her eye 
Passes unfelt, unheeded by; 

When moral Beauty's heavenly form 
Shall cease the frozen soul to warm; 

When manners thus corrupt we see, 

Farewell the sweets of MASONRY! 

When Science shall withdraw her light, 

And Error spread a Gothic night; 

When Pity's sacred source is dry, 

No pearly drop to melt the eye; 

When Truth shall hide her blushing head, 

And famish'd Virtue beg her bread; 

When manners thus corrupt we see, 

Farewell the sweets of MASONRY! 

But while the fair transport our sight, 

And moral Beauty's charms delight; 

While Science lifts her torch on high, 

And Pity thaws the melting eye; 

While Truth maintains despotic power, 

And Virtue charms without a dower; 

While manners thus unstain'd we see, 

All hail, the sweets of MASONRY! 

SONG XIII. 

On, on, my dear brethren, pursue your great lecture, 
Refine on the precepts of old architecture; 

High honour to Masons the Craft daily brings, 

Who are brothers of princes, and fellows of kings. 

We drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the stage, 
Reviving the Art of Augustus' fam’d age; 

And Vespasian destroy'd the vast temple in vain, 

Since so many now rise where our principles reign. 
The noble five Orders, compos'd with such art, 

Will amaze the fix'd eye, and engage the whole Heart; 
Proportion's sweet harmony gracing the whole, 

Gives our work, like the glorious creation, a soul. 
Then, Master, and brethren, preserve your great name, 
The Lodge so majestic will purchase you fame; 
Rever'd it shall stand till all nature expire, 

And its glories ne'er fade till the word be on fire. 

See, see, behold here, what rewards all our toil, 
Invigorates genius, and bids nature smile; 

To our noble Grand Master let bumpers be crown'd, 
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To all Masons, a bumper, so let it go round. 
Again, my lov'd brethren, again let it pass, 

Our ancient firm union cements with the glass; 
And all the contention 'mongst Masons shall be, 
Who better can work, or who better agree. 

SONG XIV. 

HAIL, Masonry, thou craft divine! 

Glory of earth, from Heaven reveal'd; 

Which doth with jewels precious shine, 

From all but Masons eyes conceal’d: 

Thy praises due, who can rehearse, 

In nervous prose, or flowing verse 

All Craftsmen true distinguish’d are, 

Our code all other laws excel; 

And what's in knowledge choice and rare, 
Within our breasts securely dwell. 

The talent breast, the faithful heart, 

Preserve the secrets of the Art. 

From scorching heat and piercing cold, 

From beasts, whose roar the forest rends; 

From the assaults of warriors bold, 

The Masons' Art mankind defends. 

Be to this Art due honour paid, 

From which mankind receives such aid. 

Ensigns of state that feed our pride, 

Distinctions troublesome and vain, 

By Masons true are laid aside, 

Art's free-born sons such toys disdain; 

Ennobled by the name they bear, 

Distinguish'd by the badge they wear. 

Sweet fellowship, from envy free, 

Friendly converse of brotherhood; 

The Lodge's lasting cement be, 

Which has for ages firmly stood. 

The Lodge thus built, for ages past 
Has lasted, and shall ever last. 

Then let us celebrate the praise 
Of all who have enrich'd the Art; 

Let gratitude our voices raise, 

And each true brother bear a part. 

Let cheerful strains their fame resound, 

And living Masons' health go round. 
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SONG XV. 

[Tune, In Infancy, &c.] 

LET Masonry from pole to pole, 

Her sacred laws expand, 

Far as the mighty waters roll, 

To wash remotest land 

That Virtue has not left mankind, 

Her social maxims prove, 

For stamp'd upon the Mason's mind 
Are Unity and Love. 

Ascending to her native sky, 

Let Masonry increase; 

A glorious pillar rais'd on high, 

Integrity its base. 

Peace adds to olive boughs, entwin'd, 

An emblematic dove, 

As stamp'd upon the Masons mind 
Are Unity and Love. 

SONG XVI. 

[Tune, In Infancy.] 

HAIL, Masonry! thou sacred Art, 

Of origin divine! 

Kind partner of each social heart, 

And fav'rite of the Nine! 

By thee we're taught, our acts to square, 

To measure life's short span; 

And each infirmity to bear 
That's incident to man. 

Cho. By thee, &c. 

Though Envy's tongue should blast thy fame 
And Ignorance may sneer, 

Yet still thy ancient honour'd name 
Is to each brother dear: 

Then strike the blow, to charge prepare, 

In this we all agree, 

"May Freedom be each Mason's care, 

"And every Mason free." 

Cho. Then strike the blow, &c 

SONG XVII. 

WHEN Heaven design'd that man should kn ow 
All that was good and great below; 
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This was the happy, choice decree, 

The blessings of Free-masonry. 

Hence Peace and Friendship deign to smile, 
Instructive rules the hours beguile: 

In social joy and harmony 
Are spent the hours of Masonry. 

To Beauty's shrine they homage pay, 

Its power they know, and own its sway; 

And this their toast will always be, 

Success to Love and Masonry. 

Of modern learning, ancient lore, 

Masons possess an ample store; 

At faction spurn, but loyalty 
Congenial is with Masonry. 

When taste and genius both combine, 

To shape the stone, or draw the line; 

In fair proportion just and free, 

All own the power of Masonry. 

Whate'er in sculptur'd skill we prize, 

Or domes are rear'd, or structures rise; 

Such wonders ne'er mankind could see, 

But from the help of Masonry. 

An edifice we're proud to own, 

Of wood not made, nor yet of stone; 

Whose angles, squares, and symmetry, 

Are emblems of Free-masonry. 

It's founded on a brother's love, 

Relief and Truth its pillars prove; 

Its corner-stone is Charity; 

The building's then Freemasonry. 

By Nature rear'd, improv'd by art, 

The mansion view, a Mason's heart, 

Which ne'er was equall'd, all agree, 

When modell'd by Freemasonry. 

SONG XV. 

[Tune, Mulberry Tree.] 

Ye sons of fair Science, impatient to learn, 

What's meant by a Mason you here may discern; 

He strengthens the weak, he gives light to the blind, 
And the naked he clothes - is a friend to mankind. 
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All shall yield to Masonry; 

Blest to thee, Blest Masonry; 

Matchless was he who founded thee, 

And thou, like him, immortal shalt be. 

He walks on the level of Honour and Truth, 

And spurns the wild passions of Folly and Youth; 

The Compass and Square all his frailties reprove, 

And his ultimate object is Brotherly Love. 

The Temple of Knowledge he nobly doth raise, 
Supported by Wisdom, and Learning its base; 

When rear’d and adorn’d, strength and beauty unite, 
And he views the fair structure with conscious delight. 

With Fortitude bless'd, he's a stranger to fears, 

And govern'd by Prudence, he cautiously steers; 

Till Temperance shews him the port of Content, 

And Justice unask'd, gives the sign of consent. 

Inspir’d by his feelings, he bounty imparts, 

For Charity ranges at large in our hearts; 

And an indigent brother reliev'd from his woes, 

Feels a pleasure inferior to him who bestows. 

Thus a Mason I've drawn, and expos'd to your view, 
And Truth must acknowledge the figure is true; 

Then members become, let's be brothers and friends, 
There's a SECRET remaining will make you amends. 

SONG XIX. 

[Tune, God save the King.] 

HAIL, MASONRY divine! 

Glory of ages shine, 

Long may'st thou rein! 

Where'er thy Lodges stand, 

May they have great command, 

And always grace the land, 

Thou Art divine! 

Great fabrics still arise, 

And graze the azure skies, 

Great are thy schemes! 

Thy noble Orders are 
Matchless beyond compare: 

No Art with thee can share, 

Thou Art divine! 
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Hiram, the architect, 

Did all the Craft direct 
How they should build; 

Sol’mon, great Isr'el’s king, 

Did mighty blessings bring, 

And left us ground to sing, Chorus three times 
Hail, royal Art! 

SONG XX. 

[By Brother NOORTHOUCK.] 

LET drunkards boast the power of wine, 

And reel from side to side; 

Let lovers kneel at Beauty's shrine, 

The sport of female pride: 

Be ours the more exalted part, 

To celebrate the Masons' Art, 

And spread its praises wide. 

To dens and thickets dark and rude 
For shelter beasts repair; 

With sticks and straws the feather'd brood 
Suspend their nests in air; 

And man untaught, as wild as these, 

Binds up sad huts with boughs of trees, 

And feeds on wretched fare. 

But science dawning in his mind, 

The quarry he explores; 

Industry and the Arts combin'd 

Improv'd all Nature's stores 

Thus walls were built, and houses rear'd, 

No storms or tempest now are fear'd 
Within his well-fram'd doors. 

When stately palaces arise, 

When columns grace the hall, 

When towers and spires salute the skies, 

We owe to Masons all 

Nor buildings only do they give, 

But teach men how within to live, 

And yield to Reason's call. 

All party quarrels they detest, 

For Virtue and the Arts, 

Lodg'd in each true Freemason's breast, 

Unite and rule their hearts 

By these, while Masons square their minds, 
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The state no better subjects finds, 

None act more upright parts. 

When Bucks and Albions are forgot, 
Freemasons will remain; 

Mushrooms, each day, spring up and rot, 
While oaks stretch o'er the plain 
Let others quarrel, rant, and roar; 

Their noisy revels when no more, 

Still Masonry shall reign. 

Our leathern aprons we compare 
With garters red and blue; 

Princes and Kings our brothers are, 
While they our rules pursue; 

Then drink success and health to all 
The Craft around this earthly ball, 

May Brethren still prove true! 

SONG XXI. 

COME let us prepare, 

We brothers that are 
Assembled on merry occasion: 

To drink, laugh, and sing, 

Be he beggar or king, 

Here's health to an Accepted Mason. 

The world is in pain 
Our secrets to gain, 

And still let them wonder and gaze on: 

They ne'er can divine 

The Word or the Sign 

Of a Free and an Accepted Mason. 

'Tis this, and 'tis that, 

They cannot tell what, 

Nor why the great men of the nation 
Should aprons put on, 

And make themselves one, 

With a Free and an Accepted Mason. 

Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords, 

Have laid by their swords, 

Our myst'ry to put a good grace on; 

And ne'er been asham'd 

To hear themselves nam'd 

With a free and an Accepted Mason. 
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Antiquity's pride 
We have on our side, 

To keep up our old reputation; 

There's nought but what's good 

To be understood 

By a Free and an Accepted Mason. 

We're true and sincere, 

And just to the Fair, 

Who will trail us on any occasion; 

No mortal can more 
The Ladies adore, 

Than a Free and an Accepted Mason. 

Then join hand in hand, 

By each brother firm stand, 

Let's be merry, and put a bright face on; 
What mortal can boast 
So noble a toast 

As a Free and an Accepted Mason? 

SONG XXII. 

YE thrice happy few 
Whose hearts have been true, 

In concord and unity found; 

Let us sing and rejoice, 

And unite every voice, 

To send the gay chorus around. 

CHORUS. 

Like pillars we stand, 

An immoveable band, 

Cemented by power from above; 

Then freely let pass 
The generous glass 
To Masonry, Friendship, and Love. 

The GRAND ARCHITECT, 

Whose word did erect 
Eternity, measure, and space, 

First laid the fair plan 

Whereon he began 

The cement of friendship and peace. 

Whose firmness of hearts, 

Fair treasure of Arts, 

To the eye of the vulgar unknown; 
Whose lustre can beam 


Page 217 of 248 


Illustrations of Masonry - by William Preston 


New splendor and fame, 

To the pulpit, the bar, and the throne, 

The great David's son, 

The wise Solomon, 

As written in Scripture's bright page; 

A Mason became, 

The fav'rite of Fame, 

The wonder and pride of his age. 

Indissoluble bands 

Our hearts and our hands 

In social benevolence bind; 

For true to his cause, 

By immutable laws 
A Mason's a friend to mankind. 

Let joy flow around, 

And peace, olive bound, 

Preside at our mystical rites; 

Whose conduct maintains 
Our auspicious domains, 

And freedom with order unites. 

Nor let the dear maid 
Our mysteries dread, 

Or think them repugnant to love; 

To Beauty we bend, 

Her empire defend, 

An empire deriv'd from above. 

Then let us unite 
Sincere and upright 
On the level of virtue to stand 
No mortal can be 
So happy as we, 

With a brother and friend in each hand. 

SONG XXIII. 

WHEN a lodge of Freemasons are cloth'd in their aprons, 

In order to make a new brother, 

With firm hearts and clean hands, they repair to their stands, 
And justly support one another. 

Trusty brother, take care, of eve-droppers beware, 

'Tis a just and a solemn occasion; 

Give the Word and the Blow, that workmen may know, 
There's one asks to be made a Freemason. 
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The Master stands due, and his officers too, 

While the craftsmen are plying their station; 

The apprentices stand, right for the command 
Of a Free and an Accepted Mason. 

Now traverse your ground, as in duty you're bound, 

And revere the authentic oration, 

That leads to the way, and proves the first ray 
Of the light of an Accepted Mason. 

Here's Words, and here's Signs, and here's Problems and Lines, 
And here's room too for deep speculation; 

Here Virtue and Truth are taught to the Youth, 

When first he's call'd up to a Mason. 

Hieroglyphics shine bright, and here light reverts light 
On the rules and the tools of vocation; 

We work and we sing, the Craft and the King, 

'Tis both duty and choice in a Mason. 

What is said or is done, is here truly laid down 
In this form of our high installation; 

Yet I challenge all men to know what I mean, 

Unless he's an Accepted Mason. 

The ladies claim right to come into our light, 

Since the Apron, they say, is their bearing; 

Can they subject their will, can they keep their tongues still 
And let talking be changed into hearing? 

This difficult task is the least we can ask, 

To secure us on sundry occasions; 

When with this they'll comply, our utmost we'll try 
To raise Lodges for Lady Freemasons. 

Till this can be done, must each brother be mum, 

Though the fair one should wheedle and teaze on; 

Be just, true, and kind, but still bear in mind 
At all times that you are a Freemason. 

SONG XXIII. 

[Tune, Belleisle March.] 

IN hist'ry we're told, how the Lodges of old 
Arose in the East, and shone forth like the Sun: 

But all must agree, that divine Masonry 
Commenced when the glorious creation begun, 

With glory divine; oh, long may'st thou shine, 

Thou choicest of blessings, derived from above! 

Then charge bumpers high, and with shouts rend the sky, 
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To Masonry, Friendship, and brotherly Love. 

Cho. With glory divine, &c. 

Judea's great king, whose vast praises we sing, 

With wisdom contriv'd, while the Temple he plann'd; 

The mysterious Art then took place in each heart, 

And Hiram with Solomon went hand in hand: 

While each royal Name was recorded in fame, 

Their works Earth and Heaven did jointly approve; 

Then charge bumpers high, and with shouts rend the sky, 

To Masonry, Friendship, and brotherly Love. 

Cho. While each royal, &c. 

Then Masons were true, and the Craft daily grew; 

They liv'd within compass, and work'd by the square; 

In friendship they dwelt, no ambition they felt, 

Their deeds were upright, and their consciences clear; 

On this noble plan Freemasons began, 

To help one another they mutually strove; 

Then charge bumpers high, and with shouts rend the sky, 

To Masonry, Friendship, and brotherly Love. 

Cho. On this noble plan, &c. 

Those maxims pursue, and your passions subdue, 

And imitate those worthy Masons of yore; 

Fix a Lodge in each breast, be fair Virtue your guest, 

Let Wisdom preside, and let Truth tile the door: 

So shall we arise, to an immortal prize, 

In that blissful Lodge which no time can remove; 

Then charge bumpers high, and with shouts rend the sky, 

To Masonry, Friendship, and brotherly Love. 

Cho. So shall we arise, &c. 

SONG XXV. 

[By Brother JOHN RICHARDSON, of the ROYAL BRUNSWICK LODGE, Sheffield.] 

" O WHAT a happy thing it is, 

Brethren to dwell in unity:" 

Whilst ev'ry action's squar'd by this, 

The true base-line of Masonry, 

Our plumb-rule fixed to the point, 

The Angle of Uprightness shews 
From side to side, from joint to joint, 

By steps the stately mansion rose. 

Whate'er the order of the plan, 

The parts will with the whole agree; 

For, by a geometric man, 
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The work is done in symmetry. 

From East to West, from North to South, 

Far as the foaming billows roll; 

Faith, Hope, and silver-braided Truth, 

Shall stamp with worth the Mason's soul. 

But, chiefest come, sweet Charity, 

Meek, tender, hospitable guest; 

Aided by those, inspir'd by thee, 

How tranquil is the Mason's breast! 

An olive branch thy forehead binds, 

The gift that peerless Prudence gave; 

An emblem of congenial minds, 

And such masonic brethren have. 

SONG XXVI. 

[To the brethren of ST. JAMES’S LODGE, Tarbolton. By ROBERT BURNS.] 

[Tune, Good night, and joy be wi' you a'.] 

ADIEU! a heart- warm, fond adieu! 

Dear brothers of the mystic tie! 

Ye favour'd, ye enlighten'd few, 

Companions of my social joy! 

Tho' I to foreign lands must hie, 

Pursuing fortune's slidd'ry ba', 

With melting heart, and brimful eye, 

I'll mind you still, tho' far awa'! 

Oft have I met your social band, 

And spent the cheerful festive night; 

Oft, honour'd with supreme command, 

Presided o’er the sons of light 
And by that hieroglyphic bright, 

Which none but Craftsmen ever saw; 

Strong mem'ry on my heart shall write 
Those happy scenes, when far awa'! 

May Freedom, Harmony, and Love, 

Unite you in the grand design, 

Beneath th' omniscient eye above, 

The glorious Architect divine! 

That you may keep th' unerring line, 

Still rising, by the plummet's law, 

Till order bright completely shine, 

Shall be my pray'r when far awa'! 

And you, farewell! whose merits claim 
Justly that highest badge to wear; 
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Heav'n bless your honour'd, noble name, 

To Masonry and Scotia dear! 

A last request - permit me here, 

When yearly ye assemble a', 

One round, I ask it with a tear, 

To him, "The Bard that's far awa'!" 

SONG XXVII. 

As long as our coast shall with whiteness appear, 
Still Masons stand foremost in verse; 

While Harmony, Friendship, and Joys are held dear, 
New bands shall our praises rehearse. 

CHORUS. 

Tho' lodges less favour’d, less happy, decay, 
Destroy'd by old Time as he runs; 

Tho' Albions, Gregorians, and Bucks, fade away, 
Still Masons shall live, shall live in their sons. 

If Envy attempt our success to impede, 

United we'll trample her down; 

If Faction should threaten, we'll shew we're agreed, 
And Discord shall own we are one. 

Cho. Tho’ lodges, &c. 

While with ardour we glow this our Order to raise, 
Promoting its welfare and peace, 

Old Masons return our endeavours to praise, 

And new ones confirm the increase. 

Cho. Tho’ lodges, &c. 

Go on, cry our parents, for Time is your friend, 

His flight shall increase your renown; 

And Mirth shall your guest be, and Bacchus attend, 
And joy all your meetings shall crown. 

Cho. Tho’ lodges, &c. 

SONG XXVIII. 

[On the Revival of Masonry in Cornwall.] 

[Tune, Vicar of Bray.] 

WHEN Masonry expiring lay, 

By knaves and fools rejected, 

Without one hope, one cheering ray, 

By worthless fools neglected; 

Fair Virtue fled, 

Truth hung her head, 

O'erwhelm'd in deep confusion; 
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Sweet Friendship too 
Her smiles withdrew 
From this blest Institution. 

Cho. Fair Virtue fled, &c. 

Cornubia's sons determin'd then 
Freemasonry to cherish, 

They rous'd her into life again, 

And bid fair Science flourish. 

Now Virtue bright, 

Truth rob'd in white, 

With Friendship hither hastens, 

All go in hand, 

To bless the band 
Of upright Cornish Masons. 

Cho. Now Virtue bright, &c. 

Since Masonry's reviv'd once more, 
Pursue her wise directions, 

Let Circumspection go before, 

And Virtue square your actions; 

Unite your hands 
In Friendship's bands, 

Supporting one another; 

With honest heart, 

Fair Truth impart, 

To every faithful brother. 

Cho. Unite your hands, &c. 

Let coxcombs grin, and critics sneer, 
While we are blythe and jolly, 

Let sops despise the badge we wear, 
We laugh at all their folly; 

Let empty fools 
Despise our rules, 

By Jove we ne'er will heed 'em; 

Say what they will, 

We're Masons still, 

And will support our freedom. 

Cho. Let empty fools, &c. 

But may kind Heaven's gracious hand 
Still regulate each action; 

May every lodge securely stand 
Again the storms of faction, 

May Love and Peace 
Each day increase 
Throughout this happy nation, 
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May they extend, 

Till all shall end 

In one great conflagration. 

Cho. May Love, &c. 

SONG XXIX. 

[Sung at a Provincial Grand Lodge for the County of Cornwall, held at Truro on the Festival of St. John the 
Baptist, 24th June, 1779.] 

[Tune, Casino] 

COME, ye Masons, hither bring 
The tuneful pipe and pleasing string, 

Exalt each voice, 

Aloud rejoice, 

And make the spacious concave ring 
Let your hearts be blythe and gay, 

Joy and mirth let all display, 

No dull care 
Shall enter here, 

For this is Masons' holiday. 

Cho. Let your hearts, &c. 

Friendship here has fix'd her seat, 

And Virtue finds a calm retreat; 

Go tell the fool, 

'Tis Wisdom's school, 

Where Love and Honour always meet. 

Cho. Let your hearts, &c. 

Social pleasures here invite, 

To fill the soul with sweet delight, 

While hand in hand 

Our friendly band 

In Love and Harmony unite. 

Cho. Let your hearts, &c. 

May we oft assemble here, 

And long the badge of honour wear, 

May joy abound, 

And we be found 

For ever faithful and sincere. 

Cho. Let your hearts, &c. 

Take the flowing glass in hand, 

And drink to your Provincial Grand, 

Long may he reign, 

The cause maintain, 

And lodges flourish through the land. 

Cho. Let your hearts, &c, 
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SONG XXX. 

[By J. BISSET, Steward of ST. ALBANS LODGE, and Provincial G. S. for the County of Warwick.] 

A MASON'S life's the life for me, 

With joy we meet each other, 

We pass our time with mirth and glee, 

And hail each friendly brother: 

In lodge no party-feuds are seen, 

But careful we in this agree, 

To banish care or spleen. 

The Master's call, we one and all 
With pleasure soon obey; 

With heart and hand we ready stand, 

Our duty still to pay. 

But when the glass goes round, 

Then mirth and glee abound, 

We're all happy to a man: 

We laugh a little, we drink a little, 

We work a little, we play a little, 

Cho. We laugh, &c. 

We sing a little, are merry a little, 

And swig the flowing can. 

And swig, &c. 

See in the east the Master stands, 

The Wardens south and west, Sir, 

Both ready to obey command, 

Find work, or give us rest, Sir. 

The signal given, we all prepare, 

With one accord obey the word, 

To work by rule or square 

Or if they please, the ladder raise, 

Or plum the level line; 

Thus we employ our time with joy, 

Attending every sign. 

But when the glass goes round, 

Then mirth and glee abound, 

We're all happy to a man; 

We laugh a little, and drink a little, 

We work a little, and play a little, 

Cho. We laugh, &c. 

We sing a little, are merry a little, 

And swig the flowing can. 

Th' Almighty said, "Let there be light," 

Effulgent rays appearing 
Dispell'd the gloom, the glory bright 
To this new world was cheering; 

But unto Masonry alone, 
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Another light, so clear and bright, 

In mystic rays then shone; 

From east to west it spread so fast, 

That, Faith and Hope unfurl'd, 

We hail with joy sweet Charity, 

The darling of the world. 

Then while the toast goes round, 

Let mirth and glee abound, 

Let's be happy to a man; 

We'll laugh a little, and drink a little, 

We'll work a little, and play a little, 

Cho. We'll laugh, &c. 

We'll sing a little, be merry a little, 

And swig the flowing can. 

SONG XXXI. 

[Tune, From the East breaks the Morn.] 

WHILST each poet sings, of great princes and kings, 
To no such does my ditty belong; 

To no such does my ditty belong; 

'Tis freedom I praise, that demands all my lays, 

And Masonry honours my song. 

And Masonry honours my song. 

Cho. 'Tis freedom I praise, &c. 

Within compass to live, is a lesson we give, 

Which none can deny to be true; 

Which none can, &c. 

All our actions to square, to the time we take care, 
And Virtue we ever pursue; 

And Virtue we ever, &c. 

Cho. All our actions, &c. 

On a level we are, all true brothers share 
The gifts which kind Heaven bestows; 

The gifts, &c, 

In friendship we dwell; none but Masons can tell 
What bliss from such harmony flows; 

What bliss, &c. 

Cho. In friendship we, &c. 

In our mystical school, we must all work by rule, 
And our secrets we always conceal; 

And our, etc. 

Then let's sing and rejoice, and unite every voice, 
With fervency, freedom, and zeal; 
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With fervency, &c. 

Cho. Then let's sing, &c. 

Then each fill a glass, let the circling toast pass, 

And merrily send it around; 

And merrily, &c. 

Let us Masonry hail, may it ever prevail, 

With success may it ever be crown’d! 

With success, &c. 

Cho. Let us Masonry, &e. 

SONG XXXII. 

[By Brother Stanfield] 

[Tune, Contented I am, &c] 

GRAVE bus'ness being clos'd - and a call from the south- 

The bowl of refreshment we drain 

Yet e’en o'er our wine we reject servile sloth, 

And our rites 'midst our glasses retain. 

My brave boys, &c. 

With loyalty brighten'd, we first toast the King - 
May his splendour and virtues entwine !- 
And, to honour his name, how we make the lodge ring, 
When the King and the Craft we combine. 

May the Son's polish'd graces improve on the Sire - 

May the arts flourish fair from his smile - 

And long our Grand Master, with wisdom and fire, 

Give beauty and strength to the pile! 

As the ruby-lip’d wine its soft spirit imparts, 

Louder strains and fresh ardours abound: 

What a glow of true pleasure enlivens our hearts, 

When our honour'd Provincial goes round. 

The absent we claim, tho' dispers'd round the ball - 

The silent and secret, our friends - 

And one honour'd guest, at our magical call, 

From the grave of concealment ascends. 

Immortal the strain, and thrice-awful the hand, 

That our rites and libations controuls; 

Like the sons of Olympus, 'midst thunders we stand, 

And with mysteries ennoble our bowls. 

What a circle appears, when the border entwines - 
How grapple the links to each soul! 

'Tis the zodiac of friendship embellish'd with signs, 

And illum'd by the star in the pole. 
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Thus cemented by laws, unseen and unknown, 

The universe hangs out its frame: 

And, thus secretly bound, shall our structure be shewn, 

Till creation shall be but a name. 

SONG XXXIV. 

[Tune, Balance a Straw.] 

WHEN the Sun from the East first salutes mortal eyes, 

And the sky-lark melodiously bids us arise; 

With our hearts full of joy, we the summons obey, 

Straight repair to our work, and to moisten our clay. 

On the trassel our Master draws angles and lines, 

There with freedom and fervency forms his designs; 

Not a picture on earth is so lovely to view, 

All his lines are so perfect, his angles so true. 

In the West see the Wardens submissively stand, 

The Master to aid, and obey his command; 

The intent of his signals we perfectly know, 

And we ne'er take offence when he gives us a blow. 

In the Lodge, sloth and dulness we always avoid, 
Fellow-crafts and apprentices all are employ'd; 

Perfect ashlers some finish, some make the rough plain, 

All are pleas’d with their work, and are pleas'd with their gain. 

When my Master I've serv'd seven years, perhaps more, 

Some secrets he'll tell me I ne'er knew before; 

In my bosom I'll keep them as long as I live, 

And pursue the directions his wisdom shall give. 

I'll attend to his call both by night and by day, 

It is his to command, and 'tis mine to obey; 

Whensoe'er we are met, I'll attend to his nod, 

And I'll work till high twelve, then I'll lay down my hod. 


End of text - below are the endnotes accessible from the text above 
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i These Charges were originally rehearsed by the seven representatives of the three Degrees of the Order; but it is now 
the province of the Chaplain, or Secretary of the lodge, to deliver them. 

ii In the lodge, Masons meet as members of the same family, and representatives for the time being of all the brethren 
throughout the world; every prejudice, therefore, on account of religion, country, or private opinion, is removed. 

iii This injunction may seem uncharitable; but when it is considered that the secrets of Masonry are open to all men of 
probity and honour who are well recommended, an illegal intruder who would with to obtain that to which he has no 
claim, and deprive the public charity of a small pittance at his admission, can deserve no better treatment. 

iv On this principle, unfortunate captives in war, and sojourners accidentally cast on a distant shore, are particular 
objects of attention, and seldom fail to experience indulgence from Masons; and it is very remarkable, that there is 
not an instance on record of a breach of fidelity, or ingratitude, where that indulgence has been liberally extended. 

v The Stewards of the lodge. 

vi The paragraphs enclosed in brackets [ ] may he occasionally omitted, if time will not admit of delivering the whole 
Charge. 

vii In England, the Bible; but in countries where that book is unknown, whatever is understood to contain the will or law 
of God. 

viii The sentences inclosed in brackets [ ] may be occasionally omitted. 

ix This and the following paragraph are to be omitted, if previously used in the course of the ceremony. 

x For many particulars to which this and the two following Sections relate, see the Ceremonies of Constitution, 
Consecration, Installation, (fee., annexed to these Remarks. 

xi The mode of applying by petition to the Grand Master for a warrant to meet as a regular lodge, commenced only in 
the year 1718; previous to which time, lodges were empowered by inherent privileges vested in the Fraternity at 
large, to meet and act occasionally under the direction of some able architect, and the acting magistrate of the 
country; and the proceedings of those meetings, being approved by the majority of the brethren convened at another 
Lodge assembled in the same district, were deemed constitutional. By such an inherent authority the Lodge of 
Antiquity in London now acts; having no warrant from the Grand Lodge; but an authority traced from time 
immemorial, which has been long and universally admitted and acknowledged by the whole Fraternity, and which no 
warrant or other instrument of any particular masonic jurisdiction can possibly supersede. 

xii By regular Masons is to be understood persons initiated into Masonry in a regular lodge, acting agreeably to the 
Constitutions of the Order. 

xiii A Lodge regularly, or legally warranted by the Grand Lodge of the country to act. 

xiv This is too frequently omitted. 

xv The constitution roll. 

xvi Com, wine, and oil are the elements of consecration. 

xviiln this and similar instances where the Grand Master is specified as acting, may be understood any Master of the 
Lodge who performs the ceremony. 

xviiiA private examination is always understood to precede the installation of every Officer. 

xix As the curious reader may wish to know the ancient charges that were used on this occasion, we shall here insert 
them verbatim, as they are contained in a MS. in the possession of the Lodge of Antiquity in London, written in the 
reign of James the Second. 

' And furthermore, at diverse assemblies have been put and ordained diverse crafties, by the best advise of 

magistrates and fellows, Tunc unus ex senioribus teyiet librum, et illi ponent manum suam super librum. 

Every man that is a Mason take good heed to these charges (wee pray), that if any man find himselfe guilty of any of 
these charges that he may amend himselfe, or principally for dread of God: you that be charged, take good heed that 
you keepe all these charges well: for it is a great evil for a man to forswear himselfe upon a book. 

The first charge is, Thatyee shall be true men to God and the holy Church, and to use no error or heresie by your 
understanding and by wise men's teaching. Allso, 

Secondly, Thatyee shall be true liege men to the King of England, without treason or any falsehood, and thatyee 
know no treason or treachery, butyee shall give knowledge thereof to the King, or to his counsell; also yee shall be 
true one to another (that is to say), every Mason of the craft that is Mason allowed, yee shall doe to him as yee would 
be done unto yourselfe. 

Thirdly, And yee shall keepe truelv all the counsell that ought to be kept in the way of Masonhood and all the 
counsell of the lodge or of the chamber. — Allso, thatyee shall be no thiefe, nor thieves to your knowledge free: that 
yee shall be true to the king, lord or master thatyee serve, and truely to see and worke for his advantage. 

Fourthly, Yee shall call all Masons your fellows, or your brethren, and no other names. 

Fifthly, Yee shall not take your fellow's wife in villanv, nor deflower his daughter or servant, nor put him to no 
disworship. 

Sixthly, You shall truely pay for your meat or drinks wheresoever yee goe, to table or bord. Allso yee shall doe no 
villany there, whereby the craft or science may be slandered. 

These be the charges general to every true Mason, both Masters and Fellows. 

Now will I rehearse other charges single for Masons allowed or accepted. 

First, That no Mason take on him no lord's worke, nor any other man's, unless he know himselfe well able to perform 
the works, so that the craft have no slander. 

Secondly, Allso, that no master take works, but that he take reasonable pay for itt; to that the lord may be truely 
served, and the master to live honestly, and to pay his fellows truely. And that no master or fellow supplant others of 
their worke; (that is to say) that if he hath taken a worke, or else stand master of any worke, that he shall not put him 
out, unless he be unable of cunning to make an end of his worke. And no master nor fellow shall take no apprintice 


for less than seaven years. And that the apprintice he free horn, and of limbs whole as a man ought to be, and no 
bastard. And that no master or fellow take no allowance to be made a Mason without the assent of his fellows, at the 
least six or seaven. 

Thirdly, That he that be made be able in all degrees; that is, free-born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, 
and that he have his right limbs as a man ought to have. 

Fourthly, That a master take no apprintice without he have ocupation to occupy two or three fellows at the least. 
Fifthly, That no master or fellow put away any lord's works to tasks that ought to be journev-worke. 

Sixthly, That every master give pay to his fellows and servants as they may deserve, soe that he be not defamed with 
false workeing. And that none slander another behind his backs, to make him loose his good name. 

Seaventhiy, That no fellow in the house or abroad answear another ungodly or reproveably without a cause. 

Eightly, That every master-mason doe reverence his elder; and that a mason be no common plaier at the cards, dice, 
or hazard; nor at any other unlawful plaies, through the which the science and craft may be dishonoured and 
slandered. 

Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by night, except he have a fellow with him, who may bear him record that 
he was in an honest place. 

Tenthly, That every master and fellow shall come to the assemblie, if itt be within fifty miles of him, if he have any 
warning. And if he have trespassed against the craft, to abide the award of masters and fellows. 

Eleventhly, That every master-mason and fellow that hath trespassed against the craft shall stand to the correction 
of other masters and fellows to make him accord; and if they cannot accord, to go to the common law. 

Twelfthly, That a master or fellow make not a mould-stone, square nor rule, to no lowen, nor let no lowen worke 
within their Lodge, nor without, to mould stone. 

Thirteenthly, That every Mason receive and cherish strange fellows when they come over the countrie, and set them 
on worke if they will worke as the manner is: (that is to say) if the Mason have any mould-stone in his place, he shall 
give him a mould-stone, and sett him on worke; and if he have none, the Mason shall refresh him with money unto 
the next lodge. 

Fourteenthly, That every Mason shall truely serve his master for his pay. 

Fifteenthly, That every master shall truely make an end of his worke, taske, or journey, whithersoe it be. 

These be all the charges and covenants that ought to be read at the installment of Master, or making of a Free-mason 
or Freemasons. The Almighty God of Jacob, who ever have you and me in his keeping, bless us now and ever. Amen. ' 

xx The same ceremony and charges attend every succeeding installation. 

For the accommodation of brethren whose distance from the metropolis may deprive them of gaining the necessary 
instruction in this important rite, we shall here insert a few moral observations on the instruments of Masonry, which 
are usually presented to the Master of the lodge at installation. 

The various implements of the profession, emblematical of our conduct of life, are upon this occasion carefully 
enumerated. 

The Rule directs that we should punctually observe our duty; press forward in the path of virtue, and, yieither 
inclining to the right nor to the left, in all our actions have eternity in view. 

The Line teaches the criterion of moral rectitude, to avoid dissimulation in conversation and action, and to direct our 
steps in the path which leads to immortality. 

The Trowel teaches, that nothing can be united without proper cement, and that the perfection of the building must 
depend on the suitable disposition of the cement; so Charity, the bond of perfection and social union, must link 
separate minds and separate interests, that, like the radii of a circle, which extend from the centre to every pari of the 
circumference, the principle of universal benevolence may be diffused to every member of the community. 

The Chisel demonstrates the advantages of discipline and education. The mind, like the diamond, in its original state, 
is unpolished; but as the effects of the chisel on the external coat soon present to view the latent beauties of the 
diamond, so education discovers the latent virtues of the mind, and draws them forth to range the large field of 
matter and space, in order to display the summit of human knowledge, our duty to God and to man. 

The Plumb admonishes to walk upright in our station, to hold the scale of justice in equal poise, to observe the just 
medium between intemperance and pleasure, and to make our passions and prejudices coincide with the line of our 
duty. 

The Level demonstrates that we are descended from the same stock, partake of the same nature, and share the same 
hope; and that, though distinctions among men are necessary to preserve subordination, yet no eminence of station 
can make us forget that we are brethren, and that he who is placed on the lowest spoke of Fortune's wheel may be 
entitled to our regard; because a time will come, and the wisest knows not how soon, when all distinctions, but that 
of goodness, shall cease; and Death, the grand leveller of human greatness, reduce us to the same state. 

The Square teaches us to regulate our actions by rule and line, and to harmonise our conduct by the principles of 
morality and virtue. 

The Compasses teach us to limit our duty in every station; that, rising to eminence by merit, we may live respected 
and die regretted. 

The Mallet, teaches us to lop off excrescences, and smooth surfaces; or, in other words, to correct irregularities and 
reduce man to a proper level; so that, by quiet deportment, he may, in the school of discipline, learn to he content. 
What the mallet is to the workman, enlightened reason is to the passions; it curbs ambition, depresses envy, 
moderates anger, and encourages good dispositions; whence arises that comely order, 

Which nothing earthly paves, or can destroy, 

The soul's calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy. 

xxi The Master and Wardens are installed as the representatives of all the Master Masons who are absent. 


xxiiWhen the Grand Master and his officers attend to constitute a new lodge, the D.G.M. usually invests the Master, the 
Grand Wardens invest the Wardens, the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary invest the Treasurer and Secretary, and 
the Grand Stewards the Stewards. 
xxiiiHere specify its moral excellence. 
xxivHere specify its moral excellence. 

xxvThis officer is not appointed by the Master, but elected by the lodge. 

xxviThe Deacons are the acting Deputies of the Wardens, and representatives of all the absent Craftsmen. 
xxviiWhen the work of Masonry in the lodge is carrying on, the column of the Senior Warden is raised; when the Lodge 
is at refreshment, the column of the Junior Warden is raised. 
xxviiiThe Stewards are assistants to the Deacons, and the representatives of all the absent Entered Apprentices. 
xxixMany of the anthems and songs used on this and other occasions are inserted at the end of the volume, 
xxx Where the Bible is mentioned, it applies to whatever is considered to be the law of God. 

xxxiln allusion to the Constitutions of the Order being originally vested in that Officer; who, in case of the resignation, or 
death, of the Grand Master, is considered for the time being as the acting governor and Director of the fraternity. 
xxxiiThe foundation-stone is usually composed of two separate pieces, hollow in the centre, which when united appear as 
one stone 

xxxiii By an express law of the Grand Lodge, it is enacted, 'That no regular Mason do attend any funeral, or other 
public(l) procession, clothed with the badges and ensigns of the Order, unless a dispensation for that purpose has 
been obtained from the Grand Master, or his Deputy: under the penalty of forfeiting all the rights and privileges of 
the Society; and of being deprived of the benefit of the general fund of charity, should he be reduced to want. 
Dispensations for public processions are seldom granted but upon very particular occasions; it cannot, therefore, be 
thought that these will be very frequent, or that regular Masons will be induced to infringe an established law by 
attending those which are not properly authorised. Many public parades under this character have been made of late 
years; but these have not received the sanction of the Grand Master, or the countenance of any regular Mason 
conversant with the laws of the Society. Of this the public may be convinced, when they advert to the circumstance, 
that the reputation of the whole Fraternity would be at risk by any irregularity on such an occasion. It cannot be 
imagined that the Grand Master, who is generally of noble or royal birth, would either so far degrade the dignity of 
his office, or the character of the Society at large, as to grant a dispensation for a public procession upon so trifling an 
occasion as a private benefit at a playhouse, tea-garden, or other place of public resort; where neither the interest of 
the Fraternity, nor the general good, can be concerned; and which, though it may be of some private advantage, can 
never redound to the credit of Masonry, or the honour of its patrons. 

The above law was planned to put a stop to mixed and irregular conventions of Masons, and to prevent them from 
exposing to derision the insignia of the Order, by parading through the streets on unimportant occasions; it was not 
intended, however, to restrict the privileges of any regular Lodge, or to encroach on the legal prerogative of any 
installed Master. By the universal practice of Masons, every regular Lodge is authorised by the Constitution to act on 
such occasions, when limited to its own members, if the Society at large be not dishonoured; and every installed 
Master is sufficiently empowered by the Constitution, without any other authority, to convene and govern his own 
Lodge on any emergency, at the funeral of its own members, or on any occasion in which the honour of the Society is 
concerned; he being always amenable to the Grand Lodge for misconduct; but when brethren from other lodges are 
convened, who are not subject to his control, in that case a particular dispensation is required from the Grand Master, 
or his Deputy, who are the only general Directors of Masons. The Master of the lodge will never issue a summons for 
a public appearance of the Lodge on a trifling occasion, or without approbation; well knowing that he is amenable to 
the General Assembly for his conduct, and, by the charges of his office must submit to their award; should he, 
however, be so imprudent as to act on this occasion improperly, the brethren of the Lodge are warranted by the laws 
to refuse obedience to his summons; but they are also amenable to the General Lodge for contumacy. 

A dispensation is only necessary in cases where Masons from different lodges are indiscriminately convened, as it 
vests a power in the Master of the lodge for the time being to superintend the behaviour of such Brethren, that no 
irregularity may ensure; but when a regular lodge is assembled under the auspices of its own Master, that Master is 
sufficiently empowered to preside over his lodge by the Constitution, which is an authority that no dispensation can 
supercede; the former being an act of the Society at large, the latter only an act of the Grand Master as the general 
Governor. By public procession in meant a general convention of Masons for the purpose of making a public 
appearance. 

xxxivThis is the usual clothing of Master-masons. 

xxxvJOHN LEYLANDE was appointed by Henry VIII. at the dissolution of monasteries, to search for and save such 
books and records as were valuable among them. He was a man of great labour and industry. 
xxxviHis HIGHNESSE, meaning the said King Henry VIII. Our kings had not then the title of majesty. 
xxxviiWhat mote ytt be?] That is, what may this mystery of Masonry be? The answer imports, That it consists in natural 
mathematical, and mechanical knowledge. Some part of which (as appears by what follows) the Masons pretend to 
have taught the rest of mankind, and some part they still conceal. 
xxxviiiFyrste menne yn the este, &c.] It should seem by this, that Masons believe there were men in the east before 
Adam, who is called the 'ffyrste manne of the weste;' and that arts and sciences began in the east. Some authors of 
great note for learning have been of the same opinion; and it is certain that Europe and Africa (which, in respect to 
Asia, may be called western countries) were wild and savage, long after arts and politeness of manners were in great 
perfection in China and the Indies. 

xxxixThe Venetians, &c.] In the times of monkish ignorance it is no wonder that the Phenicians should be mistaken for 
the Venetians. Or, perhaps, if the people were not taken one for the other, similitude of sound might deceive the clerk 


who first took down the examination. The Phenicians were the greatest voyagers among the ancients, and were in 
Europe thought to be the inventors of letters, which perhaps they brought from the east with other arts, 
xl Peter Gower.] This must be another mistake of the writer. I was puzzled at first to guess who Peter Gower should be, 
the name being perfectly English; or how a Greek should come by such a name: But as soon as I thought of 
Pythagoras, I could scarce forbear smiling, to find that philosopher had undergone a metempsychosis he never dreamt 
of. We need only consider the French pronunciation of his name, Pythagore, that is, Petagore, to conceive how easily 
such a mistake may be made by an unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras, travelled for knowledge into Egypt, &c., is 
known to all the learned; and that he was initiated into several different orders of priests, who in those days kept all 
their learning secret from the vulgar, is as well known. Pythagoras also made every geometrical theorem a secret, and 
admitted only such to the knowledge of them as had first undergone a five years silence. He is supposed to be the 
inventor of the 47th proposition of the first book of Euclid, for which, in the joy of his heart, it is said he sacrificed a 
hecatomb. He also knew the true system of the world, lately revived by Copernicus; and was certainly a most 
wonderful man. See his life by DION. HAL. 

xli GRECIA MAGNA, a part of Italy formerly so called, in which the Greeks had settled a large colony, 
xlii Wyseacre.] This word at present signifies simpleton, but formerly had a quite contrary meaning. Wiseacre in the old 
Saxon, is philosopher, wise man, or wizard; and having been frequently used ironically, at length came to have a 
direct meaning in the ironical sense. Thus Duns Scotus, a man famed for the subtilty and acuteness of his 
understanding, has, by the same method of irony, given a general name to modern dunces. 
xliiiGroton.] Groton is the name of a place in England. The place here meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna, which 
in the time of Pythagoras was very populous. 

xlivFryste made.] The word MADE I suppose has a particular meaning among the Masons; perhaps it signifies initiated, 
xlv Magonnes hauethe communycatedde, &c.] This paragraph hath something remarkable in it. It contains a justification 
of the secrecy so much boasted of by Masons, and so much blamed by others; asserting that they have in all ages 
discovered such things as might be useful, and that they conceal such only as would be hurtful either to the world or 
themselves. What these secrets are we see afterwards. 

xlviThe artes agricultura &c.] It seems a bold pretence this of the Masons, that they have taught mankind all these arts. 
They have their own authority for it; and I know not how we shall disprove them. But what appears most odd is that 
they reckon religion among the arts. 

xlviiArts of ffyndynge neue artes.] The art of inventing arts must certainly be a most useful art. My Lord Bacon's Novum 
Organum is an attempt towards somewhat of the same kind. But I much doubt, that if ever the Masons had it, they 
have now lost it; since so few new arts have been lately invented, and so many are wanted. The idea I have of such an 
art is, that it must be something proper to be employed in all the sciences generally, as algebra is in numbers, by the 
help of which new rules of arithmetic are and may be found. 

xlviiiPreise.] It seems the Masons have great regard to the reputation as well as the profit of their Order; since they make 
it one reason for not divulging an art in common, that it may do honour to the possessors of it. I think in this 
particular they show too much regard for their own Society, and too little for the rest of mankind. 
xlixArts of kepynge secrettes.] What kind of an art this is, I can by no means imagine. But certainly such an art the 

Masons must have; for though, as some people suppose, they should have no secrets at all, even that must be a secret, 
which, being discovered, would expose them to the highest ridicule; and therefore it requires the utmost caution to 
conceal it. 

1 Arte of chaunges.] I know not what this means, unless it be the transmutation of metals, 
li Facultye of Abrac.] Here I am utterly in the dark. 

lii Universelle longage of magonnes.] An universal language has been much desired by the learned of many ages. It is a 
thing rather to be wished than hoped for. But it seems the Masons pretend to have such a thing among them. If it be 
true, I guess it must be something like the language of the Pantomimes among the ancient Romans, who are said to be 
able, by signs only, to express and deliver any oration intelligibly to men of all nations and languages. A man who 
has all these arts and advantages is certainly in a condition to be envied: But we are told that this is not the case with 
all Masons; for though these arts are among them, and all have a right and an opportunity to know them, yet some 
want capacity, and others industry, to acquire them. However, of all their arts and secrets, that which I most desire to 
know is, 'The skylle of becommynge gude and parfyghte;' and I wish it were communicated to all mankind, since 
there is nothing more true than the beautiful sentence contained in the last answer, 'That the better men are, the more 
they love one another.' Virtue having in itself something so amiable as to charm the hearts of all that behold it. 
liii And behold the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the East. Ezek. xliii.2. 

liv THEOREM.] In any right-angled triangle, the square which is described upon the side subtending the right angle, is 
equal to the squares described upon the sides which contain the right angle. Euclid, lib. i. prop. 47. 
lv The following story is related by a Roman historian (Aulus Gellius); which, as it may be equally pleasing and 
instructive, we shall insert at full length. 

The senators of Rome had ordained, that, during their consultations in the Senate-house, each senator should be 
permitted to bring his son with him, who was to depart, if occasion required; but this favour was not general, being 
restricted only to the sons of noblemen; who, in those days, were tutored from their infancy in the virtue of secrecy, 
and thereby qualified, in their riper years, to discharge the most important offices of government with fidelity and 
wisdom. About this time it happened, that the senators met on a very important case, and the affair requiring mature 
deliberation, they were detained longer than usual in the senate-house, and the conclusion of their determination was 
adjourned to the following day; each member engaging, in the mean time, to keep secret the proceedings of the 
meeting. Among other noblemen's sons who attended on the occasion, was the son of the grave Papyrus; a family of 
great renown and splendor. This youth was no less remarkable for the extent of his genius, than for the prudence of 


his deportment. On his return home, his mother, anxious to know what important case had been debated in the senate 
that day, which had detained the senators so long beyond the usual hour, intreated him to relate the particulars. The 
noble and virtuous youth told her, it was a business not in his power to reveal, he being solemnly enjoined to silence. 
On hearing this, her importunities were more earnest, and her inquires more minute. By fair speeches and intreaties, 
with liberal promises, she endeavoured to break open this little casket of secrecy; but these proving ineffectual, she 
adopted rigorous measures, and had recourse to stripes and violent threats; being determined that force should extort, 
what lenity could not effect. The youth, finding his mother's threats to be very harsh, but her stripes more severe, with 
a noble and heroic spirit, thus endeavoured to relieve her anxiety, without violating his fidelity: 

'Madam, you may well blame the senate for their long sitting, at least, for presuming to call in question a case so truly 
impertinent; except the wives of the senators are allowed to consult on it, there can be no hope of a conclusion. I 
speak this only from my own opinion; I know their gravity will easily confound my juvenile apprehensions; yet, 
whether nature or duty instructs me to do so, I cannot tell. It seems necessary to them, for the increase of people, and 
the public good, that every senator should be allowed two wives; or otherwise, their wives two husbands. I shall 
hardly incline to call, under one roof, two men by the name of father; I had rather with cheerfulness salute two 
women by the name of' mother. This is the question, Madam, and to-morrow it is to be determined.' 

His mother hearing this, and he seeming unwilling to reveal it, she took it for an infallible truth. Her blood was 
quickly fired, and rage ensued. Without inquiring any farther into the merits of the case, she immediately dispatched 
messengers to all the other ladies and matrons of Rome, to acquaint them of the weighty affair under deliberation in 
the senate, which so nearly concerned the peace and welfare of their whole lives. The melancholy news soon spread a 
general alarm, and many conjectures were formed. The ladies, resolved to give their assistance in the decision of this 
weighty point, immediately assembled. Headed by young Papyrus's mother, next morning they proceeded to the 
senate-house; and though it is remarked, that a parliament of women is seldom governed by one speaker, yet the 
affair being urgent, the haste pertinent, and the case (on their behalf) of the utmost consequence, the revealing woman 
must speak for all the rest. It was agreed, that she should insist on the necessity of the concurrence of the senators' 
wives to the determination of a law in which they were so particularly interested. When they came to the door of the 
senate-house, such a noise was made for admission to sit with their husbands in this grand consultation, that all Rome 
seemed to be in an uproar. Their business, however, must be known, before they could gain an audience. This being 
complied with, and their admission granted, such an elaborate oration was made by the female speaker on the 
occasion in behalf of her sex, as astonished the whole senators. She requested, that the matter might not be hastily 
determined, but be seriously canvassed according to justice and equity; and expressed the determined resolutions of 
herself and her sisters, to oppose a measure so unconstitutional as that of permitting one husband to have two wives, 
who could scarcely please one. She proposed, in the name of her sisters, as the most effectual way of peopling the 
state, that if any alteration were to be made in the established custom of Rome, women might be permitted to have 
two husbands. The senators being informed of Papyrus's scheme to preserve his reputation, and the riddle being 
publicly solved, the ladies were greatly confounded, and departed with blushing cheeks; while the noble youth, who 
had proved himself worthy of his trust, was highly commended for his fidelity. To avoid, alike tumult in future, it was 
resolved, that the custom of introducing the sons of senators should be abolished. Papyrus, however, on account of 
the attachment to his word, and his discreet policy, was excepted from this restriction, and ever afterwards freely 
admitted into the senate house, where many honours were conferred upon him. The virtue and fidelity of young 
Papyrus are indeed worthy of imitation: but the Masons have still a more glorious example in their own body, of a 
brother, accomplished in every art, who; rather than forfeit his honour, or betray his trust, sell a sacrifice to the cruel 
hand of a barbarous assassin. 

lvi Mr. Hutchinson, in his ingenious treatise, intitled The Spirit of Masonry, gives the following explanation of the word 
ABRAC; which, as it is curious, I shall here insert in that gentleman's own words. 

ABRAC, or ABRACAR, was a name which Basilides, a religious of the second century, gave to God; who, he said, 
was the author of three hundred and sixty- five. 

The author of this superstition is said to have lived in the time of Adrian, and that it had its name after ABRASAN or 
ABRAXAS, the denomination which Basilides gave to the Deity. He called him the Supreme God, and ascribed to 
him seven subordinate powers or angels, who preside over the heavens: and also, according to the number of the days 
in the year, held that three hundred and sixty-five virtues, powers, or intelligences, existed as the emanations from 
God; the value, or numerical distinction of the letters in the word, according to the ancient Greek numerals, made 
365 . 

A B P A X A Z 
1 2 100 1 60 1 200 

Among antiquaries, ABRAXAS is an antique gem, or stone, with the word ABRAXAS engraved on it. There are a 
great many kinds of them, of various figures and sizes, mostly as old as the third century. Persons professing the 
religious principles of Basilides wore this gem with great veneration as an amulet, from whose virtues, and the 
protection of the Deity, to whom it was consecrated, and with whose name it was inscribed, the wearer derived health 
prosperity and safety. 

There is deposited in the British Museum such a gem, which is a besil stone of the form of an egg. The head is in 
camio, the reverse in taglio. 

In church history, ABRAX is noted as a mystical Iterm, expressing the Supreme God; under whom the Basilidians 
supposed three hundred and sixty-five dependent deities: it was the principle of the Gnostic hierarchy, whence sprang 
their multitudes of the sons. From ABRAXAS proceeded their PRIMOGENLAL MIND; from the primogenial mind, 
the LOGOS, or word; from the logos, the PHRONAiSIS, or prudence; from the phrontesis, SOPHIA and DYNAMIS, 
or wisdom and strength; from these two proceeded PRINCIPALITIES, POWERS, and ANGELS; and from these, 


other angels, to the number of three hundred and sixty-five, who were supposed to have the government of so many 
celestial orbs committed to their care. 

lvii An old MS. which was destroyed, with many others, in 1720, said to have been in the possession of Nicholas Stone, a 
curious sculptor under Inigo Jones, contained the following particulars: 1 St. Alban loved Masons well, and cherished 
them much, and made their pay right good; for he gave them ijs. per weeke, and iiijd. to their cheer;(l) whereas, 
before that time, in all the land, a Mason had but a penny a day, and his meat, until St. Alban mended it. And he gott 
them a charter from the King and his counsell for to hold a general counsell, and gave itt to name Assemblie. Thereat 
he was himselfe, and did helpe to make Masons, and gave them good charges.' 

lviiiThe garment which Alban wore upon this occasion was called a caracalla; it was a kind of cloke with a cowl, 

resembling the vestment of the Jewish priests. Walsingham relates that it was preserved in a large chest in the church 
of Ely, which was opened in the reign of Edward II, A.D. 1314; and Thomas Rudburn, another writer of equal 
authority, confirms this relation; and adds, that there was found, with his garment, an old writing in these words: 'This 
is the Caracalla of St. Amphibalus, the monk and preceptor of St. Alban; in which that proto-martyr of England 
suffered death, under the cruel persecution of Diocletian against the Christians.' 

1. A MS., written in the reign of James II. before cited in this volume contains an account of this circumstance, 
andincreases the weekly pay to 3s. 6d, and 3d. a day for the bearers of burdens. 

fix See the Book of Constitutions 

lx See the Monasticon Anglicanum. 

lxi A record of the society, written in the reign of Edward IV., said to have been in the possession of the famous Elias 
Ashmole, founder of the museum at Oxford, and which was unfortunately destroyed, with other papers on the subject 
of Masonry, at the Revolution, gives the following account of the state of Masonry at this period: 

'That though the ancient records of the Brotherhood in England were many of them destroyed, or lost, in the wars of 
the Saxons and Danes, yet King Athelstane (the grandson of King Alfrede the Great, a mighty architect), the first 
anointed King of England, and who translated the Holy Bible into the Saxon tongue (A.D. 930), when he had brought 
the land into rest and peace, built many great works, and encouraged many Masons from France, who were appointed 
overseers thereof, and brought with them the charges and regulations of the lodges, preserved since the Roman times; 
who also prevailed with the king to improve the Constitution of the English lodges according to the foreign model, 
and to increase the wages of working Masons. 

That the said King's brother. Prince Edwin, being taught Masonry, and taking upon him the charges of a Master 
Mason, for the love he had to the said Craft, and the honourable principles whereon it is grounded, purchased a free 
charter of King Athelstane for the Masons having a correction among themselves (as it was anciently expressed), or a 
freedom and power to regulate themselves, to amend what might happen amiss, and to hold a yearly communication 
and general assembly. 

That, accordingly, prince Edwin summoned all the Masons in the realm to meet him in a congregation at York, who 
came and composed a general Lodge, of which he was Grand Master; and having brought with them all the writings 
and records extant, some in Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and other languages, from the contents thereof that 
assembly did frame the constitutions and charges of an English Lodge, made a law to preserve and observe the same 
in all time coming, and ordained good pay for working Masons,' &c. 

From this tera we date the re-establishment of Freemasonry in England. There is at present a Grand Lodge of Masons 
in the city of York, who trace their existence from this period. By virtue of Edwin's charter, it is said, all the Masons 
in the realm were convened at a general assembly in that city, where they established a general or grand Lodge for 
their future government. Under the patronage and jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, it is alleged, the Fraternity 
considerably increased; and kings, princes, and other eminent persons, who had been initiated into Masonry, paid due 
allegiance to that Grand Assembly. But as the events of the times were various and fluctuating, that assembly was 
more or less respectable; and in proportion as Masonry obtained encouragement, its influence was more or less 
extensive. The appellation of Ancient York Masons is well known in Ireland and Scotland; and the universal tradition 
is, that the brethren is that the appellation originated at Auldby, near York. This carries with it some marks of 
confirmation; for Auldby was the seat of Edwin. 

There is every reason to believe that York was deemed the original seat of Masonic government in this country; no 
other place has pretended to claim it; and the whole Fraternity have, at various times universally acknowledged 
allegiance to the authority established there: but whether the present association in that city be entitled to the 
allegiance, is a subject of inquiry which is not my province to investigate. To that Assembly recourse must be had for 
information. Thus much however, is certain, that if a General Assembly or Grand Lodge was held there (of which 
there is little doubt, if we can only rely on our records and constitutions, as it is said to have existed there in Queen 
Elizabeth's time), there is no evidence of its regular removal to any other place in the kingdom; and upon that ground 
the brethren at York may probably claim the privilege of associating in that character. A number of respectable 
meetings of the Fraternity appear to have been convened at sundry times in different parts of England; but we cannot 
find an instance on record, till a very late period, of a general meeting (so called) being held in any other place beside 
York. 

To understand this matter more clearly, it may be necessary to advert to the original institution of that assembly 
called a General or Grand Lodge. It was not then restricted, as it is now understood to be, to the Masters and Wardens 
of private lodges, with the Grand Master and Wardens at their head; it consisted of as many of the Fraternity at large 
as, being within a convenient distance, could attend, once or twice a year, under the auspices of one general head, 
who was elected and installed at one of these meetings; and who, for the time being, received homage as the sole 
governor of the whole body. The idea of confining the privileges of Masonry, by a warrant of constitution, to certain 
individuals convened on certain days at certain places, had then no existence. There was but one family among 


Masons, and every Mason was a branch of that family. It is true the privileges of the different degrees of the Order 
always centred in certain members of the Fraternity: who, according to their advancement in the Art, were authorised 
by the ancient charges to assemble in, hold, and rule lodges, at their will and discretion, in such places as best suited 
their convenience, and when so assembled, to receive pupils and deliver instructions in the Art; but all the tribute 
from these individuals, separately and collectively, rested ultimately in the General Assembly; to which all the 
Fraternity might repair, and to whose award all were bound to pay submission. 

As the constitutions of the English lodges are derived from this General Assembly at York; as all Masons are bound 
to observe and preserve those in all time coming; and as there is no satisfactory proof that such assembly was ever 
regularly removed by the resolution of its members, but that, on the contrary, the Fraternity still continue to meet in 
that city under this appellation, it may remain a doubt, whether, while these constitutions exist as the standard of 
masonic conduct, that assembly may not justly claim the allegiance to which their original authority entitled them; 
and whether any other convention of Masons, however great their consequence may be, can, consistent with those 
constitutions, withdraw their allegiance from that assembly, or set aside an authority, to which not only antiquity, but 
the concurrent approbation of Masons for ages under the most solemn engagements, have repeatedly given a 
sanction. 

It is to be regretted, that the idea of superiority, and a wish to acquire absolute dominion, should occasion a contest 
among Masons. Were the principles of the Order better understood, and more generally practiced, the intention of the 
institution would be more fully answered. Eveiy Mason would consider his brother as his fellow, and he who, by 
generous and virtuous actions, could best promote the happiness of society, would always be most likely to receive 
homage and respect. 

lxii The excellent writer of the Life of King Athelstane( 1 ) has given so clear and so perfect a view of this event, that the 
reader cannot receive greater satisfaction than in that author's own words: 

The business of Edwin's death is a point the most obscure in the story of this king, and, to say the truth, not one even 
of our best historians hath written clearly, or with due attention, concerning it. The fact as commonly received is this: 
The king suspecting his younger brother Edwin, of designing to deprive him of his crown, caused him, 
notwithstanding his protestations of innocency, to be put on board a leaky ship, with his armour-bearer and page. The 
young prince, unable to bear the severity of the weather and want of food, desperately drowned himself. Some time 
after, the king's cup-bearer, who had been the chief cause of this act of cruelty, happened, as he was serving the king 
at table, to trip with one foot, but recovering himself with the other, "See," said he, pleasantly, "how brothers afford 
each other help;' which striking the king with the remembrance of what himself had done, in taking off Edwin, who 
might have helped him in his wars, he caused that business to be more thoroughly examined, and finding his brother 
had been falsely accused, caused his cup-bearer to be put to a cruel death, endured himself seven years sharp 
penance, and built the two monasteries of Middleton and Michelness, to atone for this base and bloody fact. (2) 

Dr. Flowel, speaking of this story, treats it as if very indifferently founded, and, on that account, unworthy of credit(3) 
. Simeon of Durham and the Saxon Chronicle say no more than that Edwin was drowned by his brother's command in 
the year 933(4) . Brompton places it in the first, or, at farthest, in the second year of his reign; and he tells its the story 
of the rotten ship, and of his punishing the cup-bearer(5) . William of Malmsbury, who is very circumstantial, says, 
he only tells us what he heard(6) ; but Matthew the Flower-gatherer (7) stamps the whole down as an indubitable 
truth. Yet these discordant dates are not to be accounted for. If he was drowned in the second, he could not be alive in 
the tenth year of the king; the first is the more probable date, because about that time there certainly was a conspiracy 
against king Athelstane, in order to dethrone him, and put out his eyes, yet he did not put the author of it to death; is it 
likely then, that he should order his brother to be thrown into the sea upon bare suspicion? But the reader must 
remember, that we cite the same historians who have told us this story, to prove, that Athelstane was unanimously 
acknowledged king, his brethren being too young to govern; one would think then, that they could not be old enough 
to conspire. If we take the second date, the whole story is destroyed; the king could not do seven years penance, for 
he did not live so long; and as for the tale of the cup bearer, and his stumbling at the king's table, the same story is 
told of Earl Godwin, who murdered the brother of Edward the Confessor. Lastly, nothing is clearer from history, than 
that Athelstane was remarkably kind to his brothers and sisters, for whose sakes he lived single, and therefore his 
brother had less temptation to conspire against him. 

1. Biog. Brit. vol. i. p. 63, 1st edit. 

2. Speed's Chronicle, book vii. Chap. 38. 

3. Gen. Hist. P. iv. c. 2. f. 10. 

4. Simeon Dunelm. p. 154, Chron. Saxon, p. 111. 

5. Chronicon. p. 828. 

6. De Gest. R.A. lib, ii. 

7. Matth. Florileg. 

lxiii An old record of the Society runs thus: 

' In the glorious reign of King Edward III. when lodges were more frequent, the Right Worshipful the Master and 
Fellows, with consent of the lords of the realm (for most great men were then Masons), ordained, 

That for the future, at the making or admission of a brother, the constitution and the ancient charges should be read 
by the Master or Warden. 

That such as were to be admitted Master-Masons, or masters of work, should be examined whether they be able of 
cunning to serve their respective lords as well the lowest as the highest, to the honour and worship of the aforesaid 
Art, and to the profit of their lords; for they be their lords that employ and pay them for their service and travel. 

The following particulars are also contained in a very old MS. of which a copy is said to have been in the possession 
of the late George Payne, Esq., Grand Master in 1718. 


That when the Master and Wardens meet in a Lodge, if need be, the sheriff of the county, or the mayor of the city, or 
alderman of the town, in which the congregation is held, should be made fellow and sociate to the Master, in help of 
him against rebels, and for upbearing the rights of the realm. 

That entered prentices, at their making, were charged not to be thieves or thieves' maintainers; that they should travel 
honestly for their pay, and love their fellows as themselves, and be true to the King of England, and to the realm, and 
to the lodge. 

That, at such congregations, it shall be inquired whether any Master or Fellow has broke any of the articles agreed to; 
and if the offender, being duly cited to appear, prove rebel, and will not attend, then the lodge shall determine against 
him, that he shall forswear (or renounce) his Masonry, and shall no more use this Craft; the which if he presume for 
to do, the sheriff of the county shall prison him, and take all his goods into the king's hands, till his grace be granted 
him and issued. For this cause principally have these congregations been ordained, that as well the lowest as the 
highest should be well and truly served in this Art aforesaid, throughout all the kingdom of England. Amen, so mote 
it be!' 

lxiv On the 27th of May 1330, in the 4th year of Edward III. the works of this chapel were re-commenced. From a 
charter preserved in the Tower of London, it is evident that this chapel was not finished for several years. In this 
charter the motives which induced king Edward to rebuild and endow, it, are expressed with peculiar elegance and 
neatness. On the 1st of January 1353, he granted to the Dean and Canons of this collegiate chapel, a spot of ground 
extending to the Thames, whereon to build cloisters; he also made a grant of some houses in the neighbourhood, and 
vested several manors for the endowment of the college in John Duke of Lancaster as trustee. The college of St. 
Stephen was valued at its suppression at 10851. 10 s. 5d.; and was surrendered in the first year of Edward VI. The 
chapel was afterwards fitted up for the meeting of the House of Commons, to whose use it has ever since been 
appropriated. 

The following account of the plan and ornaments of this chapel, which, in consequence of some projected alterations 
in the House of Commons, have lately, after a lapse of ages, been unveiled, may be considered as curious and 
interesting, as there is no contemplation that imparts a higher degree of satisfaction, than that which presents to the 
mind images of ancient and departed splendour. 

The eastern part of this chapel serves for the House of Commons, and the western is occupied by the lobby, and 
adjoining rooms and offices. In the latter, there are no traces of any enrichments; but in the former, are the remains of 
the altar, stone-seats, and other rich works. The elevation of the western front, or entrance to the chapel, presents 
these observations. From the ground line in the centre rise two arches, supporting the open screen. On the right of the 
screen is the entrance into the porch adjoining, which is the wall of the Court of Requests. On the left is a space 
corresponding once, it may be presumed, with the perfect side of the screen, extending to the south wall of the hall. 
Above the screen, some remains of the centre building is still visible. On the south front, the centre window is 
complete; five others are filled up with the brick-work between the windows which at present light the House of 
Commons. The buttresses are entire, as well as the tracing in the spandrels of the arches. On the east front, from the 
ground line, were three windows of the chancel, the east window of which is now filled up. The buttresses are entire, 
as well as the octangular towers. On the right is part of an ancient wall, which now belongs to the speaker's house. On 
the east end were three windows from the ground of the chancel; over the groins are part of the remains of the altar, 
and on each side stone seats, and clusters of columns, the capitals of which rise to the present ceiling of the House of 
Commons. The whole is of the richest workmanship. On the south side, from the ground line in the centre, is a 
perfect window, painted with the arms of Westminster. On the left of the chancel are clusters of columns; on the right 
side of the left clusters is the eastern window, and without is the profile of the buttresses. At the east end of the 
column is an open part; to the right is the chancel, and the bases are two feet below the pavement, which shews that 
there must have been a great ascent to the chancel. The whole of the undercroft is perfect, excepting the bases of the 
outer columns, and forms a fine superstructure of gigantic support to the light and delicate parts above. In the inside 
you behold the east window, the altar, and the stone-seats, which are broken through. The clusters of columns, the 
imposts of the windows, the arches, their spandrels, the entablature, the beautiful proportion of the windows, and the 
enrichments of the whole, crowd on the sight, and fill the mind with wonder and admiration. At the upper end of the 
chapel near the altar, on the south side, there are evidently the remains of a black marble monument, but to whose 
memory it was erected, we are left to conjecture. Over the monument are three angels, standing upright, with their 
wings half-expanded, and covered with golden eyes, such as are on the peacock's tail. These paintings, which must 
have been done in the reign of Edward III. are, for that period, when the art of painting was in its infancy, 
wonderfully well executed; the colouring has preserved a considerable portion of its original freshness. The 
expression and attitude of the angels are singularly interesting. You may suppose the body of the deceased stretched 
before them; the three angels are holding palls or mantles before them, which they are preparing to throw over the 
body, and at the same time the one in the middle seems to say, 'Behold all that remains on earth of him who was once 
so mighty!' while the countenances of the two others are expressive of regret and commiseration. The stretched-out 
pall in the hands of the central angel is powdered over with the irradiated gold circles, in the middle of which are 
spread eagles, with two heads. This affords room for a supposition whose the tomb was: the armorial bearings of 
Peter of Savoy, uncle to queen Eleanor, the wife of Henry III. who beautified the chapel, consisted of an eagle with 
two heads; but his shield displayed 'Or, an eagle with two heads, sable. 1 Now as the eyes of the peacocks tail are 
painted in gold, so different from the natural colouring, it is not improbable that for the sake of adding elegance to the 
pall, the painter preferred representing the eagle's head in gold rather than in sable; it may therefore be the tomb of St. 
Peter of Savoy we are describing. 

On the left side of the altar is a painting of the adoration of the shepherds; though the group is not disposed in the 
most accurate style of design, yet there is something in it that highly interests the imagination; the Virgin on one side 


is described holding the new-born infant, while Joseph is extending the swaddling clothes. The cattle behind are not 
ill expressed; and the devotion of the shepherds with their flocks, is very appropriately delineated; the shepherd's boy 
blowing the double flutes to his dancing dog, and the fighting rams, seem but ill to accord with the subject; but as the 
painter has placed them without the stable, perhaps the inconsistency may be overlooked. There are several paintings 
on the right side of the altar: they appear to be figures of different kings and queens, tolerably well drawn and in good 
proportion, and strongly mark the durability of the colouring of that day. On the north side of the chapel there are 
paintings of men in armour; beneath two of them are the names of Mercure and Eustace. In short, the whole of the 
architecture and enrichments, colours and gilding, are extremely fresh and well preserved. It is remarkable, that the 
colours are decorated with a sort of patera, and several of the mouldings are filled up with ornaments so minute, that 
those of the spandrels and ground entablature could hardly have been perceived from the chapel. 

The blockings and frieze of the entablature over the windows of the chapel contain some of them leaves and flowers, 
others perfect marks, and others shields, with the arms of Edward the Confessor, Geneville, Mandeville, and Bruyere 
— the arms of Castile and Leon, and ancient France — the arms of the kingdom of the West Saxons — vine leaves 
and grapes, supported by a figure issuing out of a cloud — and shields with the arms of Strabolgi, earls of Athol in 
Scotland, and barons of Chilham in Kent, together with the shields of several other kings and barons. 

The artist was doubtless desirous that the whole work should have the same attention, and that one uniform blaze of 
magnificence and splendour should shine around, making this chapel the ne plus ultra of the arts, worthy the saint 
whose name it bears, and of its founder Edward III. the great patron of ancient architecture. 

Several curious fragments of the paintings lately discovered on the walls of this chapel have been presented to the 
Society of Antiquarians, of which body a committee was appointed to superintend the execution of drawings of all 
curious remains that have been brought to light by the late alterations in this celebrated old building. 

lxv Judge Coke gives the following opinion on this statute: ' All the statutes concerning labourers before this act, and 
whereunto this act doth refer, are repealed by the statute of 5 Eliz. cap, 4. about A.D. 1562, whereby the cause and 
end of making this act is taken away, and consequently the act is become of no force; for cessante ratione legis, cessat 
ipsa lex: and the indictment of felony upon this statute must contain. That those chapters and congregations are to the 
violating and breaking of the good course and effect of the statutes of labourers; which now cannot be so alleged, 
because these statutes be repealed. Therefore this would be put out of the charge of justices of the peace.' 
INSTITUTES, Part III. Fol. 19. 

It is plain, from the above opinion, that this act, though never expressly repealed, can have no force at present. The 
Masons may rest very quiet, continue to hold their assemblies, and propagate their mysteries, as long as their 
conformity to their professed principles entitles them to the sanction of government. Masonry is too well known in 
this country, to raise any suspicion in the legislature. The greatest personages have presided over the Society, and 
under their auspicious government, at different times, an acquisition of patrons, both great and noble, has been made. 
It would therefore be absurd to imagine, that any legal attempt will ever be made to disturb the peace and harmony of 
a society so truly respectable and so highly honoured. 

lxviThe Latin Register of William Molart, prior of Canterbury, in manuscript, pag. 88. entitled, 'Liberatio generalis 
Domini Gulielmi Prioris Ecclesiee Christi Cantuariensis, erga Festum Natalis Domini 1429,' informs us that, in the 
year 1429, during the minority of this prince, a respectable lodge was held at Canterbury, under the patronage of 
Henry Chicheley, the archbishop; at which were present Thomas Stapylton the Master; John Morris, custos de la 
lodge lathomorum, or warden of the lodge of Masons; with fifteen fellow-crafts, and three entered apprentices; all of 
whom are particularly named. 

lxviiThis prince is said to have received a more learned education than was usual in his age, to have founded one of the 
first public libraries in England and to have been a great patron of learned men. If the records of the Society may be 
relied on, we have reason to believe that he was particularly attached to the Masons; having been admitted into their 
Order, and assisted at the initiation of King Henry in 1442. 

lxviiiln a parliament held at Westminster on the 17th of November 1423, to answer a particular end, it was ordained, 

'That if any person committed for grand or petty treason, should wilfully break out of prison, and escape from the 
same, it should be deemed petty treason, and his goods be forfeited(l) .' About this time one William King, of 
Womolton, in Yorkshire, servant of Sir Robert Scott, lieutenant of the tower, pretended that he had been offered by 
Sir John Mortimer (cousin to the lately deceased Edward Mortimer, earl of March, the nearest in blood to the English 
crown, and then a prisoner in the Tower), ten pounds to buy him clothes, with forty pounds a-year, and to be made an 
earl, if he would assist Mortimer in making his escape; that Mortimer said, he would raise 40,000 men on his 
enlargement, and would strike off the heads of the rich Bishop of Winchester, the duke of Gloucester and others. This 
fellow undertook to prove upon oath the truth of his assertion. A short time after, a scheme was formed to cut off 
Mortimer, and an opportunity soon offered to carry it into execution. Mortimer being permitted one day to walk to 
the Tower wharf, was suddenly pursued, seized, brought back, accused of breaking out of prison and of attempting 
his escape. He was tried, and the evidence of King being admitted, was convicted, agreeably to the late statute, and 
afterwards beheaded. 

The death of Mortimer occasioned great murmuring and discontent among the people, and threatened a speedy 
subversion of those in power. Many hints were thrown out, both in public and private assemblies, of the fatal 
consequences which were expected to succeed this commotion. The amazing progress it made justly alarmed the 
suspicions of the ambitious prelate, who spared no pains to exert his power on the occasion. 

1 . Wolfe's Chronicle, published by Stowe. 

lxix Dr. Anderson, in the first edition of the Book of Constitutions, in a note, makes the following observation on this 
act: 

'This Act was made in ignorant times, when true learning was a crime, and geometry condemned for conjuration; but 


it cannot derogate from the honour of the ancient Fraternity; who, to be sure, would never encourage any such 
confederacy of their working brethren. By tradition, it is believed, that the parliament were then too much influenced 
by the illiterate clergy, who were not accepted Masons, nor understood architecture (as the clergy of some former 
ages), and were generally thought unworthy of this brotherhood. Thinking they had an indefeasible right to know all 
secrets by virtue of auricular confession, and the Masons never confessing anything thereof, the said clergy were 
highly offended; and at first, suspecting them of wickedness, represented them as dangerous to the State during that 
minority, and soon influenced the Parliament to lay hold of such supposed arguments of the working Masons, for 
making an Act that might seem to reflect dishonour upon even the whole Fraternity, in whose favour several Acts had 
been before and after that period made. 

lxx The bishop was diverted from his persecution of the Masons, by an affair in which he was more nearly concerned. 

On the morning of St. Simon and Jude's day, after the lord mayor of London had returned to the city from 
Westminster, where he had been taking the usual charges of his high office, he received a special message, while 
seated at dinner, from the duke of Gloucester, requiring his immediate attendance. He immediately repaired to the 
palace, and being introduced into the presence, the duke commanded his lordship to see that the city was properly 
watched the following night, as he expected his uncle would endeavour to make himself master of it by force, unless 
some effectual means were adopted to stop his progress. This command was strictly obeyed; and, at nine o'clock the 
next morning, the bishop of Winchester, with his servants and followers, attempting to enter the city by the bridge, 
were prevented by the vigilance of the citizens, who repelled them by force. This unexpected repulse enraged the 
haughty prelate, who immediately collected a numerous body of archers and other men at arms, and commanded 
them to assault the gate with shot. The citizens directly shut up their shops, and crowded to the bridge in great 
numbers, when a general massacre would certainly have ensued, had it not been for the timely interposition and 
prudent administration of the mayor and aldermen, who happily stopt all violent measures, and prevented a great 
effusion of blood. 

The archbishop of Canterbury, and Peter, duke of Coimbra, eldest son of the king of Portugal, with several others, 
endeavoured to appease the fury of the two contending parties, and, if possible, to bring about a reconciliation 
between then; but to no purpose, as neither party would yield. They rode eight or ten times backward and forward, 
using every scheme they could devise to prevent further extremities; at last they succeeded in their mediation, and 
brought the parties to a conformity; when it was agreed, that all hostile proceedings should drop on both sides, and 
the matter be referred to the award of the duke of Bedford; on which peace was restored, and the city remained in 
quiet. 

The bishop lost no time in transmitting his case to the duke of Bedford; and in order to gloss it over with the best 
colours, he wrote the following letter: 

'RIGHT high and mighty prince, and my right noble, and after one leiuest [earthly] lord; I recommend me unto your 
grace with all my heart. And as you desire the welfare of the king our sovereign lord, and of his realms of England 
and France, your own weal [health] with all yours, haste you hither: For by my troth, if you tarry long, we shall put 
this land in jeopardy [adventure] with a field, such a brother you have here; God make him a good man. For your 
wisdom well knoweth that the profit of France standeth in the welfare of England, &c. The blessed Trinity keep you. 
Written in great haste at London, on All-hallowen-even, the 31st of October, 1425, 

By your servant, to my lives end, 

HENRY, WINCHESTER.' 

This letter had the desired effect, and hastened the return of the duke of Bedford to London, where he arrived on the 
10th of January 1425-6. On the 21st of February he held a great council at St. Albans, adjourned it to the 15th of 
March at Northampton, and to the 25th of June at Leicester. Batts and staves being now prohibited, the followers of 
the members of parliament attended with stones in a sling, and plummets of lead. The duke of Bedford employed the 
authority of parliament to reconcile the differences which had broke out between his brother and the bishop of 
Winchester; and obliged these rivals to promise before that assembly, that they would bury all quarrels in oblivion. 
Thus the long wished for peace between these two great personages was, to all appearances, accomplished. 

During the discussion of this matter before parliament, the duke of Gloucester exhibited the following charge, among 
five others, against the bishop of Winchester: 'That he had, in his letter to the duke of Bedford at France, plainly 
declared his malicious purpose of assembling the people, and stirring up a rebellion in the nation, contrary to the 
king's peace.' 

The bishop's answer to this accusation was, 'That he never had any intention to disturb the peace of the nation, or 
raise a rebellion; but that he sent to the duke of Bedford, to solicit his speedy return to England, to settle all those 
differences which were so prejudicial to the peace of the kingdom: That though he had indeed written in the letter, 
That if he tarried, we should put the land in adventure by a field, such a brother you have here; he did not mean it of 
any design of his own, but concerning the seditious assemblies of masons, carpenters, tylers, and plaisterers; who, 
being distasted by the late act of parliament against the excessive wages of those trades, had given out many seditious 
speeches and menaces against certain great men, which tended much to rebellion:] 1) That the duke of Gloucester did 
not use his endeavour, as he ought to have done in his place, to suppress such unlawful assemblies; so that he feared 
the king, and his good subjects, must have made a field to withstand them; to prevent which, he chiefly desired the 
duke of Bedford to come over.' 

As the Masons are unjustly suspected of having given rise to the above civil commotions, I thought it necessary to 
insert the foregoing particulars, in order to clear them from this false charge. Most of the circumstances here 
mentioned, are extracted from Wolfe's Chronicle published by Stowe. 

1. The above particulars are extracted from one of Elias Ashmole's MSS. on the subject of Free-masonry. 

lxxi The bishop planned the following scheme at this time to irritate the duke of Gloucester: His duchess, the daughter of 


Reginald lord Cobham, had been accused of the crime of witchcraft, and it was pretended that a waxen figure of the 
king was found in her possession; which she, and her associates, sir Roger Bolingbroke, a priest, and one Margery 
Jordan of Eye, melted in a magical manner before a slow fire, with an intention of making Henry's force and vigour 
waste away by like insensible degrees. The accusation was well calculated to affect the weak and credulous mind of 
the king, and gain belief in an ignorant age. The duchess was brought to trial, with her confederates, and the prisoners 
were pronounced guilty: the duchess was condemned to do public penance in London for three days, and to suffer 
perpetual imprisonment; the others were executed. 

The protector, provoked at such repeated insults offered to his duchess, made a noble and stout resistance to these 
most abominable and shameful proceedings, but it unfortunately ended in his own destruction. 

lxxii The wickedness of the cardinal's life, and his mean, base, and unmanly death, will ever be a bar against any 

vindication of his memory, for the good which he did while alive, or which the money he had amassed could do after 
his death. When in his last moments, he was heard to utter these mean expressions: 'Why should I die who am 
possessed of so much wealth? If the whole kingdom could save my life, I am able by policy to preserve it, or by my 
money to purchase it. Will not death be bribed, and money do everything?' The inimitable Shakespeare, after giving a 
most horrible picture of despair and a tortured conscience, in the person of the cardinal, introduces king Henry to him 
with these sharp and piercing words: 

'Lord Cardinal, if thou think'st on heav'n's bliss, 

Lift up thy hand, make signal of that hope.' 

He dies, and makes no sign. 

Hen. VI. Act 3. 

' The memory of the wicked shall rot, but the unjustly persecuted shall be had in everlasting remembrance.' 

lxxiii A record in the reign of Edward IV. runs thus: 'The company of Masons, being otherwise termed Free-masons, of 
auntient staunding and good reckoninge, by means of affable and kind meetyngs dyverse tymes, and as a lovinge 
brotherhode use to doe, did frequent this mutual assembly in the tyme of Henry VI. in the twelfth yeare of his most 
gracious reign, A.D. 1434.' The same record says farther, 'That the charges and laws of the Free-masons have been 
seen and perused by our late soveraign king Henry VI. and by the lords of his most honourable council, who have 
allowed them and declared, That they ' be right good, and reasonable to be holden, as they have been drawn out and 
collected from the records of auntient tymes, &c. &c.' 

From this record it appears that before the troubles which happened in the reign of this unfortunate prince, Free- 
masons were held in high estimation. 

lxxiv While these transactions were carrying on in England, the Masons were countenanced and protected in Scotland by 
King James I. After his return from captivity, he became the patron of the learned, and a zealous encourager of 
Masonry. The Scottish records relate, that he honoured the lodges with his royal presence; that he settled a yearly 
revenue of four pounds Scots (an English noble), to be paid by every Master-mason in Scotland to a Grand Master, 
chosen by the Grand Lodge and approved by the Crown, one nobly bom or an eminent clergyman, who had his 
deputies in cities and counties; and every new brother at entrance paid him also a fee. His office empowered him to 
regulate in the Fraternity what should not come under the cognizance of law-courts. To him appealed both Mason and 
lord, or the builder and founder, when at variance in order to prevent law-pleas; and in his absence they appealed to 
his Deputy or Grand Warden that resided near to the premises. 

lxxvThis confirms the observations, in a former note, on the existence of the Grand Lodge at York, p. 149, et seq. 

lxxviSir Thomas Gresham proposed to erect a building, at his own expence, in the city of London, for the service of 
commerce, if the citizens would purchase a proper spot for that purpose. His proposal being accepted, and some 
houses between Cornhill and Threadneedle-Street, which had been purchased on that account, having been pulled 
down, on the 7th of June 1566, the foundation-stone of the intended building was laid. The work was carried on with 
such expedition, that the whole was finished in November 1567. The plan of this edifice was formed upon that of the 
Exchange at Antwerp, being, like it, an oblong square, with a portico, supported by pillars of marble, ten on the north 
and south sides, and seven on the east and west; under which stood the shops, each seven feet and a half long, and 
five feet broad; in all 120; twenty- five on each side east and west, thirty- four and a half north, and thirty- five and a 
half south, each of which paid Sir Thomas 4 1. 10s. a year on an average. There were likewise other shops fitted up at 
first in the vaults below, but the dampness and darkness rendered them so inconvenient, that the vaults were soon let 
out to other uses. Upon the roof stood, at each comer, upon a pedestal, a grass-hopper, which was the crest of Sir 
Thomas's Arms. This edifice, on its being first erected, was called simply, the Bourse; but on the 23d of January 
1570, the queen, attended by a great number of her nobles, came from her palace of Somerset-house in the Strand, 
and passing through Threadneedle-Street, dined with Sir Thomas at his house in Bishopsgate-Street; and after dinner 
her Majesty returned through Cornhill, entered the Bourse on the south side, and having viewed every part of the 
building, particularly the gallery which extended round the whole structure, and which was furnished with shops 
filled with all sorts of the finest wares in the city, she caused the edifice to be proclaimed, in her presence, by a herald 
and trumpet, 'The Royal Exchange;' and on this occasion, it is said, Sir Thomas appeared publicly in the character of 
Grand Master. The original building stood till the fire of London in 1666, when it perished amidst the general havoc, 
but was afterwards restored to its present magnificence. 

lxxviiThe Grand Master of the North bears the title of Grand Master of all England, which may probably have been 
occasioned by the title Grand Master of England having been at this time conferred on Inigo Jones, and which title 
the Grand Masters in the South bear to this day. 

lxxviii That lodges continued regularly to assemble at this time, appears from the Diary of the learned antiquary Elias 
Ashmole, where he says: 'I was made a free-mason at Warrington, Lancashire, with Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of 
Kerthingham, in Cheshire, by Mr. Richard Penket the Warden, and the fellow-crafts (all of whom are specified), on 


16th October 1646.' In another place of his Diary he says, 'On March the 10th 1682, about 5 hor, post merid. I 
received a summons to appear at a lodge to be held the next day at Masons' hall in London. — . March 11, 
Accordingly I went, and about noon was admitted into the fellow-ship of free-masons, Sir William Wilson, knt. Capt. 
Richard Borthwick, Mr. William Woodman, Mr. William Gray, Mr. Samuel Taylour, and Mr. William Wise. I was 
the senior fellow among them, it being thirty-five years since I was admitted. There were present, beside myself, the 
fellows after-named; Mr. Thomas Wise, master of the masons' company this present year, Mr. Thomas Shorthose, 
and 7 more old Free-masons. We all dined at the Half-moon Tavern, Cheapside, at a noble dinner prepared at the 
charge of the new accepted masons.' 

An old record of the Society describes a coat of arms much the same with that of the London company of freemen 
Masons; whence it is generally believed that this company is a branch of that ancient fraternity, and in former times, 
no man, it also appears, was made free of that company until he was initiated in some lodge of free and accepted 
masons, as a necessary qualification. This practice still prevails in Scotland among the operative masons. 

The writer of Mr. Ashmole's Life, who was not a mason, before his History of Berkshire, p. 6. gives the following 
account of Masonry: 'He (Mr. Ashmole] was elected a brother of the company of Free-masons; a favour esteemed so 
singular by the members, that kings themselves have not disdained to enter themselves of this Society. From these are 
derived the adopted masons, accepted masons, or free-masons, who are known to one another all over the world by 
certain signals and watch-words known to them alone. They have several lodges in different countries for their 
reception; and when any of them fall into decay, the brotherhood is to relieve them. The manner of their adoption or 
admission is very formal and solemn, and with the administration of an oath of secrecy, which has had better fate 
than all other oaths, and has ever been most religiously observed; nor has the world been yet able, by the 
inadvertency, surprise, or folly of any of its members, to dive into this mystery, or make the least discovery.' 

In some of Mr. Ashmole's manuscripts, there are many valuable collections relating to the history of the free-masons, 
as may be gathered from the letters of Dr. Knipe of Christ-church Oxford, to the publisher of Ashmole's Life, the 
following extracts from which will authenticate and illustrate many facts in the following history. 

' As to the ancient Society of Free-masons, concerning whom you are desirous of knowing what may be known with 
certainty, I shall only tell you, that if our worthy brother E. Ashmole, Esq. had executed his intended design, our 
fraternity had been as much obliged to him as the brethren of the most noble Order of the Garter. I would not have 
you surprised at this expression, or think it at all too assuming. The Sovereigns of that Order have not disdained our 
fellowship, and there have been times when Emperors were also free-masons. What from Mr. Ashmole's collection I 
could gather was, that the report of our Society taking rise from a bull granted by the pope in the reign of Henry VI. 
to some Italian architects to travel over all Europe to erect chapels, was ill-founded. Such a bull there was, and those 
architects were masons. But this bull, in the opinion of the learned Mr. Ashmole, was confirmative only, and did not 
by any means create our fraternity, or even establish them in this kingdom. But as to the time and manner of that 
establishment, something I shall relate from the same collections. 

St. Alban the proto-martyr established Masonry here, and from his time it flourished, more or less, according as the 
world went, down to the days of king Athelstane, who for the sake of his brother Edwin granted the masons a charter. 
Under our Norman princes they frequently received extraordinary marks of royal favour; there is no doubt to be 
made, that the skill of masons, which was always transcendently great even in the most barbarous times; their 
wonderful kindness and attachment to each other, how different soever in condition; and their inviolable fidelity in 
keeping religiously their secrets; must have exposed them, in ignorant, troublesome, and superstitious times, to a vast 
variety of adventures, according to the different state of parties, and other alterations in government. By the way it 
may be noted, that the masons were always loyal, which exposed them to great severities when power wore the 
appearance of justice, and those who committed treason punished true men as traitors. Thus, in the 3d year of Henry 
VI. an act passed to abolish the society of masons, and to hinder, under grievous penalties, the holding chapters, 
lodges, or other regular assemblies; yet this act was afterwards [virtually] repealed, and even before that, King Henry 
and several lords of his court became fellows of the Craft." 
lxxixSome lodges in the reign of Charles II. were constituted by leave of the several noble Grand Masters, and many 
gentlemen and famous scholars requested at this time to be admitted among the Fraternity. 
lxxxHe was the only son of Dr. Christopher Wren, dean of Windsor, and was bom in 1632. His genius for arts and 
sciences appeared early. At the age of thirteen he invented a new astronomical instmment, by the name of Pan- 
organum, and wrote a treatise on the origin of rivers. He invented a new pneumatic engine, and a peculiar instmment 
of use in gnomonics, to solve this problem, viz., 'On a known plane, in a known elevation, to describe such lines with 
the expedite turning of rundles to certain divisions, as by the shadow the style may show the equal hours of the day.' 
In 1646, at the age of fourteen, he was admitted a gentleman commoner in Wadham College, Oxon, where he greatly 
improved under the instructions and friendship of Dr. John Wilkins and Dr. Seth Ward, who were gentlemen of great 
learning, and afterwards promoted by King Charles II. to the mitre. His other numerous juvenile productions in 
mathematics prove him to be a scholar of the highest eminence. He assisted Dr. Scarborough in anatomical 
preparations and experiments upon the muscles of the human body; whence are dated the first introduction of 
geometrical and mechanical speculations in anatomy. He wrote discourses on the longitude; on the variations of the 
magnetical needle; de re nautica veterum; how to find the velocity of a ship in sailing; of the improvement of galleys; 
and how to recover wrecks. Beside these, he treated on the most convenient way of using artillery on shipboard; how 
to build in deep water; how to build a mole into the sea, without Puzzolan dust or cisterns; and of the improvement of 
river navigation, by the joining of rivers. In short, the works of this excellent genius appear to be rather the united 
efforts of a whole century, than the production of one man. 
lxxxiAmong other regulations that were made at this assembly, were the following: 

1 . That no person, of what degree soever, be made or accepted a free-mason unless in a regular lodge, whereof one to 


be a Master or a Warden in that limit or division where such lodge is kept, and another to be a craftsman in the trade 
of free-masonry, 

2. That no person hereafter shall be accepted a free-mason, but such as are of able body, honest parentage, good 
reputation, and an observer of the laws of the land. 

3. That no person hereafter who shall be accepted a free-mason, shall be admitted into any lodge or assembly, until he 
has brought a certificate of the time and place of his acceptation from the lodge that accepted him, unto the master of 
that limit or division where such lodge is kept: And the said Master shall enrol the same in a roll of parchment to be 
kept for that purpose, and shall give an account of all such acceptations at every general assembly. 

4. That every person who is now a free-mason shall bring to the Master a note of the time of his acceptation, to the 
end the same may be enrolled in such priority of place as the brother deserves; and that the whole company and 
fellows may the better know each other. 

5. That for the future the said fraternity of free masons shall be regulated and governed by one Grand Master, and as 
many Wardens as the said society shall think fit to appoint at every annual general assembly. 

6. That no person shall be accepted, unless he be twenty-one years old, or more. 

Many of the fraternity's records of this and the preceding reign were lost at the Revolution; and not a few were too 
hastily burnt in our own times by some scrupulous brothers, from a fear of making discoveries prejudicial to the 
interest of the Order. 

lxxxiilt appears from the records of the Lodge of Antiquity, that Mr. Wren at this time attended the meetings regularly; 
and that, during his presidency, he presented to that Lodge three mahogany candlesticks, which are still preserved and 
highly prized, as a memento of the esteem of the honourable donor. 
lxxxiiiFor many of the particulars contained in this Section I am indebted to Mr. Noorthoucks's edition of the Book of 
Constitutions, published in 1784; which, much to the honour of that gentleman, is executed in a masterly manner, and 
interspersed with several judicious remarks. 

lxxxiv The streets were at this time narrow, crooked, and incommodious; the houses, built chiefly of wood, close, dark, 
and ill-contrived; with several stories projecting beyond each other as they rose, over the contracted streets. Thus the 
free circulation of air was obstructed, the people breathed a stagnant and unwholesome element replete with foul 
effluvia, sufficient of itself to generate putrid disorders. From this circumstance, the inhabitants were continually 
exposed to contagious disorders, and the buildings to the ravages of fire, 
lxxxv Anderson's Flistory of Commerce, vol. ii. p. 130. 

lxxxviThe mallet with which the King levelled this foundation-stone was delivered by Sir Christopher Wren to the old 
Lodge of St. Paul, now the Lodge of Antiquity, where it is still preserved as a great curiosity. 
lxxxviiHowell's Medulla, Hist. Ang. 

lxxxviiiBoth these gentlemen were members of the old Lodge of St. Paul with sir Christopher Wren, and bore a principal 
share in all the improvements which took place after the Fire of London; the latter, in particular, displayed his 
abilities in the cathedral of St. Paul. 
lxxxixSee the Book of Constitutions, 1738, p. 106, 107. 
xc Book of Constitutions, 1738, p. 108. 
xci Ibid 

xcii A sufficient number of Masons met together within a certain district, with the consent of the sheriff or chief 
magistrate of the place, were empowered, at this time, to make Masons and practise the rites of Masonry, without 
warrant of Constitution. The privilege was inherent in themselves as individuals; and this privilege is still enjoyed by 
the two old lodges now extant, which act by immemorial constitution. 
xciiiSee the first edition of the Book of Constitutions, p. 58. 

xciv When the earlier editions of this book were printed, the author was not sufficiently acquainted with this part of the 
history of Masonry in England. The above particulars have been carefully extracted from old records and authentic 
manuscripts, and are, in many points, confirmed by the old books of the Lodge of Antiquity, as well as the first and 
second editions of the Book of Constitutions. 

The following account of the four old lodges may prove acceptable to many readers: 

1 . The old Lodge of St. Paul, now named the Lodge of Antiquity, formerly held at the Goose and Gridiron in St. 

Paul's Church-yard, is still extant (in 1812), and regularly meets at the Freemasons' Tavern in Great Queen-street, 
Lincoln's-Innfields, on the fourth Wednesday in January, February, March, April, May, October, and November 
every year. The Lodge is in a very flourishing state; and possesses some valuable records and curious ancient relics. 

2. The old Lodge No. 2, formerly held at the Crown in Parker's-lane, Drury-lane, has been extinct above fifty years, 
by the death of its members. 

3. The old Lodge No. 3 formerly held at the Apple-tree Tavern in Charles-street, Covent-garden, has been dissolved 
many years. 

By the list of lodges inserted in the Book of Constitutions, printed in 1738, it appears that, in February, 1722-3, this 
Lodge was removed to the Queen's Head, in Knave's Acre, on account of some difference among its members, and 
that the members who met there came under a new constitution; though, says the Book of Constitutions, they wanted 
it not, and ranked as No. 10 in the list. Thus they inconsiderately renounced their former rank under an immemorial 
constitution. 

4. The Lodge No. 4, formerly held at the Rummer and Grapes Tavern in Channel-row Westminster, was thence 
removed to the Horn Tavern in New Palace-yard, where it continued to meet regularly till within these few years; 
when, finding themselves in a declining state, the members agreed to incorporate with a new and flourishing lodge 
under the constitution of the Grand Lodge, intitled The Somerset House Lodge, which immediately assumed their 
rank. 


It is a question that will admit of some discussion, whether any of the above old lodges can, while they exist as 
lodges, surrender their rights; as those rights seem to have been granted by the old Masons of the metropolis to them 
in trust and any individual member of the four old lodges might object to the surrender, and in that case they never 
could be given up. The four old lodges always preserve their original power of making, passing, and raising Masons, 
being termed Masters lodges; while the other lodges, for many years afterwards, had no such power; it having been 
the custom to pass and raise the Masons made by them at the Grand Lodge only. 

xcvBy an old record of the Lodge of Antiquity it appears, that the new Grand Master was always proposed and presented 
for approbation in that Lodge, before his election in the Grand Lodge. 

xcviThe old Lodge of St. Paul's, now the Lodge of Antiquity, having been removed thither. 

xcviiSee the Book of Constitutions printed in 1723. 

xcviii The duke of Buccleugh first proposed the scheme of raising a general fund for distressed Masons. Lord Paisley, 

Dr. Desaguliers, Colonel Houghton, and a few other brethren, supported the duke's proposition; and the Grand Lodge 
appointed a committee to consider of the most effectual means of carrying the scheme into execution. The report of 
the committee was transmitted to the lodges, and afterwards approved by the Grand Lodge. The disposal of the 
charity was first vested in seven brethren; but this number being found too small, nine more were added. It was 
afterwards resolved that twelve Masters of contributing lodges, in rotation, with the Grand Officers, should form the 
Committee; and by another regulation since made, it has been determined that all Past and Present Grand Officers, 
with the Masters of all regular lodges which shall have contributed within twelve months to the charity, shall be 
members of the Committee. The Committee meets four times in the year, by virtue of a summons from the Grand 
Master or his Deputy. The petitions of the brethren who apply for charity are considered at these meetings; and if the 
petitioner be found a deserving object, he is immediately relieved with five pounds. 

If the circumstances of this case are of a peculiar nature, his petition is referred to the next Communication, where he 
is relieved with any sum the committee may have specified, not exceeding twenty guineas at one time. By these 
means the distressed have always found ready relief from this general charity, which is solely supported by the 
voluntary contributions of different lodges out of their private funds, without being burdensome on any member of 
the society. 

Thus the Committee of Charity has been established among the Free and Accepted Masons in London; and though 
the sums annually expended to relieve distressed brethren have, for several years past, amounted to many thousand 
pounds, there still remains a considerable sum in reserve, which is continually accumulating by fresh contributions. 
All complaints and informations are considered at the Committee of Charity, from which a report is made to the next 
Grand Lodge, where it is generally approved. 

xcix A Provincial Grand Master is the immediate representative of the Grand Master in the district over which he is 
limited to preside; and being invested with the power and honour of a Deputy Grand Master in his province, may 
constitute lodges therein, if the consent of the Masters and Wardens of three lodges already constituted within his 
district have been obtained, and the Grand Master has not disapproved thereof. He wears the clothing of a Grand 
Officer, and ranks in all public assemblies immediately after Past Deputy Grand Masters. He must, in person or by 
Deputy, attend the meetings of the Masters and Wardens of the lodges in his district, and transmit to the Grand 
Lodge, once in every year, the proceedings of those meetings, with a regular state of the lodges under his jurisdiction. 
His officers are permitted to wear an apron lined with blue silk, within the province; but that privilege does not 
extend beyond it. 

c This privilege was certainly a peculiar favour; for the Grand Lodge, by the old Constitutions, could consist only of 
the Masters and Wardens of regular lodges, with the Grand Master and his Wardens at their head; and it had been 
customary even for these officers, at their annual election and on other particular occasions, to withdraw, and leave 
the Masters and Wardens of the lodges to consult together, that no undue influence might warp their opinion. 

ci In confirmation of the above fact, I shall here insert a paragraph, copied from the Book of Constitutions published in 
1738. After inserting a list of Provincial Grand Masters appointed for different places abroad it is thus expressed: 'All 
these foreign lodges are under the patronage of our Grand Master of England; but the old Lodge at Y ork city, and the 
lodges of Scotland, Ireland, France, and Italy, affecting independency, are under their own Grand Masters; though 
they have the same constitutions, charges, regulations, &c. for substance, with their brethren of England, and are 
equally zealous for the Augustan style, and the secrets of the ancient and honourable Fraternity.' Book of 
Constitutions 1738, p. 196. 

cii It was not till the year 1770 that this privilege was strictly warranted; when, at a Grand Lodge, on the 7th of 
February, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand, the following resolution passed: ’As the right of the 
Members of the Stewards' Lodge in general to attend the Committee of Charity appears doubtful, no mention of such 
right being made in the laws of the Society, the Grand Lodge are of opinion That they have no general right to attend; 
but it is hereby resolved, That the Stewards' Lodge be allowed the privilege of sending a number of brethren equal to 
any other four lodges, to every future Committee of Charity, and that, as a Master of each private Lodge only has a 
right to attend, to make a proper distinction between the Stewards' Lodge and the other lodges, that the Master and 
three other members of that lodge be permitted to attend at every succeeding committee on behalf of the said lodge.' 
This resolution, however, was declared not to be intended to deprive any lodge, which had been previously 
constituted, of its regular rank and precedence. Notwithstanding this express provision, a privilege has been lately 
granted to the Stewards' Lodge of taking precedence of all the other lodges, the two oldest not excepted: a measure 
certainly very incompatible with the original constitutions, and which can never be sanctioned by the rules of the 
society. Several lodges have entered protests against it in their private books; which at some future time may have an 
effect, and probably induce a re-investigation of the subject. 

ciii At this time the authority granted by patent to a Provincial Grand Master was limited to one year from his first public 


appearance in that character within his province; and if, at the expiration of that period, a new election by the lodges 
under his jurisdiction did not take place, subject to the approbation of the Grand Master, the patent was no longer 
valid. Hence we find, within the course of a few years, different appointments to the same station; but the office is 
now permanent, and the sole appointment of the Grand Master, 
civ Of late years, however, an institution has been established for educating and clothing the sons of Freemasons in 
London. 

CV The following is the inscription on the stone: 

GEORGIUS DRUMMONDUS 
IN ARCHITECTONIC A SCOTLE REPUB. 

CURIO MAXIMUS 

URBIS EDINBURGI TER CONSUL 

ADSTANTIBUS FRATRIBUS ARCHITECTONICIS CCC. 

PRESENTIBUS MULTIS REGNI MAGNATIBUS 

SENATU ETIAM POPULOQUE EDINENSI 

ET HOMINUM ORDINIS CUJUSQUE 

MAGNA STIPANTE FREQUENTIA 

CUNCTISQUE PLAUDENTIBUS 

AD EDINENSIUM COMMODITATEM 

ET DECUS PUBLICUM 

EDIF ICIORUM NOVORUM PRINCIPIUM 

LAPIDEM HUNC POSUIT 

GULIELMO ALEXANDRO COS. 

IDIBUS SEPTEMBR. A.D. MDCCLIII 
ERE ARCHITECTONICE VMDCCLIII. 

IMPERIIQUE GEORGII II. BRITANNIARUM REGIS 

ANNO XXVII 

Translated, 

GEORGE DRUMMOND, of the Society of Free-Masons in Scotland, Grand Master, thrice Provost of Edinburgh, 
three hundred brothers Masons attending, in presence of many persons of distinction, the Magistrates and Citizens of 
Edinburgh, and of people of every rank an innumerable Multitude, and all applauding, for the conveniency of the 
inhabitants of Edinburgh, and the public ornament, as the beginning of the new Buildings, laid this stone, WILLIAM 
ALEXANDER being Provost, on the 13th September 1753, of the Era of Masonry 5753, and of the reign of 
GEORGE II. king of Great Britain the 27th year. 

cvi Since this period, new Constitutions had been too easily granted, and lodges multiplied beyond proportion. A proper 
check, however, is now put to this practice, the legislature having prohibited, by Act of Parliament, the constituting of 
any new lodges. 

cvii In grateful testimony of the zealous and indefatigable exertions of this gentleman for many years to promote the 
honour and interest of the Society, the Grand Lodge resolved that he should rank as a Past Senior Grand Warden, and 
in all processions take place near the present Senior Grand Warden for the time being. In November, 1795, he died at 
Portsmouth. 

cviiiThis plan consisted chiefly of certain fees to be paid by the Grand Officers annually, by new lodges at their 
constitution, and by brethren at initiation into Masonry, or admission into lodges as members, &c. 
cix Notwithstanding this estimate, it appears by the Grand Treasurer's accounts, that in 1792 above 20,000£. had been 
expended on this building; and that, exclusive of an annuity of 250£. on account of a tontine, there then remained due 
from the hall fund to sundry tradesmen a considerable debt, the greatest part of which has been since paid off. The 
tavern has been rebuilt and enlarged, within these few years, which has increased the expense to 30,000£. 
cx Within the foundation-stone was deposited a plate with the following inscription: 

ANNO REGNI GEORGII TERTII QUINDECIMO, 

SALUTIS HUMANE, MDCCLXXV. MENSIS MAII DIE 
PRIMO, 

HUNC PRIMUM LAPIDEM, 

AULE LATOMORUM, 

(ANGLICE, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS) 

POSUERIT 

HONORATISSIMUS ROB. EDV. DOM PETRE, BARO 
PETRE, DE WRITTLE, 

SUMMUS LATOMORUM ANGLIE MAGISTER; 

ASSIDENTIBUS 

VIRO ORNATISSIMO ROWLANDO HOLT, ARMIGERO, 

SUMMI MAGISTRI DEPUTATO, VIRIS ORNATISSIMIS 
JOH. HATCH ET HEN. DAGGE, 

SUMMIS GUBERNATORIBUS; 

PLENOQUE CORAM FRATRUM CONCURSU; 

QUO ETIAM TEMPORE REGUM, PRINCIPIUMQUE 
VIRORUM FAVORE, 

STUDIOQUE SUSTENTATUM — MAXIMUS PER 


EUROPAM 

HONORES OCCUPAVERAT 
NOMEN LATOMORUM, 

CUI INSUPER NOMINI SUMMUM ANGLIas CON- 

VENTUM PR7ESSE FECERAT 

UNIVERSA FRATRUM PER ORBEM MULTITUDO, 

E COELO DESCENDIT. 

GNWQI SEAUTON. 
cxi See Ode. II. at the end of the volume. 

cxii Underneath the stone was placed a copper-plate, with the following inscription: 
iEDIFICII FI VI VS 

IN MVTVAM AMITICIAM STABILIENDAM 

PRO SUMMI NATURE NUMINIS 

ARCHITECTI REGNAT ORIS VENERATIONE 

PRO VERI INVESTIGATIONS 

MORVM SCIENTUE ARTIVMQ. BONARVM 

INGENVO CVLTV 

HVMANI GENERIS BENEFICIO 

SOLATIVM TEMPESTIWM PRSBENDO 

CONVENTVI FRATERNO SACRI 

FRANCISCVS PEACOCK PREFECT. HONORAND. 

FVND AMENTA POSVIT 
IN CALEND. OCTOB. 

AN. SAL. HVM. MDCCLXXVI. 

AN. CONSORT. MMMMMDCCLXXVI. 

cxiii Flow far the introduction of new ornaments is reconcilable to the original practices of the Society, I will not 
presume to determine; but it is the opinion of many old Masons, that multiplying honorary distinctions among 
Masons lessens the value and importance of the real jewels by which the acting officers of the Lodge are 
distinguished. 

cxiv Remark.- This censure only extends to those irregular lodges in London which seceded from the rest of the 
Fraternity in 1738, and set up an independent government, in open defiance of the established authority of the 
kingdom, and the general rules of the institution. See p. 241 - 244 ; it cannot apply to the Grand Lodge in York city, 
or to any lodges under that truly ancient and respectable banner; as the independence and regular proceedings of that 
assembly have been fully admitted and authenticated by the Grand Lodge in London in their Book of Constitutions, 
printed under their sanction in 1738, p. 195. 

cxv The usual charitable donation at initiation in many lodges is now seldom under five guineas, and more frequently 
double that sum. 

cxviAt the grand feast in 1792, Sir John was honoured with a blue apron, and the rank of a Grand Officer, as a 
compliment for his meritorious services on this occasion. 

cxvii As this letter is replete with genuine good sense and warm benevolence, we shall here insert the translation for the 
gratification of our brethren: 

' To the Right Worshipful His Grace the Duke of Manchester, Grand Master of the Illustrious and Benevolent Society 
of Free and Accepted Masons under the Constitution of England, and the Great Lodge thereof. 

Much honoured SIR and BRETHREN, 

An early knowledge and participation of the benefits arising to our house from its intimate union of councils and 
interests with the British nation, and a deep veneration for the laws, constitution, and manners of the latter, have, for 
many years of my life, led me to seize every opportunity of drawing the ties between us still closer and closer. 

By the accounts which have reached me of the principles and practices of your Fraternity, nothing can be more 
pleasing to the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe whom we all, though in different ways, adore, or more honourable to 
his creatures; for they stand upon the broad basis of indiscriminate and universal benevolence. 

Under this conviction, I had long wished to be admitted of your Fraternity; and now that I am initiated, I consider the 
title of an English Mason as one of the most honourable that I possess; for it is at once a cement of the friendship 
between your nation and me, the friend of mankind. 

I have received from the advocate-general of Bengal Sir John Day, the very acceptable mark of attention and esteem with 
which you have favoured me; it has been presented with every circumstance of deference and respect that the situation of 
things here and the temper of the times would admit of; and I do assure your grace and the brethren at large, that he has 
done ample justice to the commission you have confided to him, and has executed it in such manner as to do honour to 
himself and me. 

I shall avail myself of a proper opportunity to convince your grace, and the rest of the brethren, that Omdit-ul-Omrah is 
not an unfeeling Brother, or heedless of the precepts he has imbibed and that, while he testifies his love and esteem for 
his brethren, by strengthening the bonds of humanity, he means to minister to the wants of the distressed. 

May the common Father of All, the one omnipotent and merciful God, take you into his holy keeping, and give you 
health peace, and length of years, prays your highly honoured and affectionate brother. 

OMDIT UL OMRAH BAHAUDER. 

cxviii Here follows the ORDER of the PROCESSION: 

Two Tylers, with drawn swords. 


MUSIC. 

Brothers Elphinstone and Moorhouse, Grand Stewards, with white wands. 

Brother Gillespie, as youngest apprentice, carrying the rough stone. 

Apprentices, two and two. 

Fellow-crafts, two and two. 

Master Masons, two and two. 

Brothers Latham and Robson, as Secretary and Treasurer of the new lodge. 

PAST MASTER. 

Brother Taner, carrying a silver pitcher with corn. 

Brothers Gomond and Gorge, carrying pitchers, containing wine and oil. 

Brothers Home and Horsiman, carrying two great lights. 

CHORISTERS. 

Brothers Ross, Grand Architect, carrying the polished stone. 

Brother Donaldson, (36th regiment,) as Grand Sword-Bearer, carrying the sword of state. 

Brother Grierson, Grand Secretary, with his bag. 

Brother Amos, Grand Treasurer, with his staff. 

The LODGE, covered with white satin, carried by four Tylers. 

The worshipful brother LUCAS, as Master of the new lodge, carrying the bible, compasses, and square, on a crimson 
velvet cushion, supported by Brothers Dalrymple and Chase, 

Assistant Stewards. 

Brother Sir George Keith, carrying the silver censer. 

Brother Maule, Grand Orator. 

Third great light earned by Brother Gregory. 

Brothers Campbell and Hamilton, Senior and Junior Grand Wardens, with their columns and truncheons. 

Brother Porcher, Acting Grand Master. 

Brother Sadlier, as Chief Magistrate. 

Brother Sir Henry Cosby, carrying the Book of Constitutions. 

Brigadier General HORNE, Provincial Grand Master, supported by Brothers Howley and Harris, Assistant Stewards. 
CxixThe business is now conducted by one person as heretofore, who finds an assistant to act as Deputy; and a salary of 
100£. per annum from the Charity and Hall funds jointly has been voted, out of which the Deputy's fee is paid, 
exx The regulations established at this meeting were as follows: 

1. That no Brother initiated since October 29, 1768, shall be appointed to the honour of wearing a blue or red apron, 
unless the Grand Secretary certifies that his name has been registered, and the fees paid. 

2. That no brother initiated since that time shall be appointed Master or Warden of a lodge, or be permitted to attend 
any committee of charity, or grand lodge, unless his name has been registered, and the fees paid. 

3. That every petitioner for charity, initiated since that time, shall set forth in his petition the lodge in which, and the 
time when, he was made a Mason; in order that the Grand Secretary may certify, by endorsement on the back of the 
petition, whether his name has been registered, and the fees paid. 

4. That every Lodge shall transmit to the Grand Secretary, on or before the grand feast in every year, a list of all 
persons initiated, or members admitted, together with the registering fees; or notice that they have not initiated or 
admitted any, that their silence may not be imputed to contempt. 

5. That to prevent the plea of ignorance or forgetfulness a blank form shall be printed, and sent to each lodge, to be 
filled up, and returned to the Grand Secretary. 

6. That the Grand Secretary shall lay before the first quarterly communication after each grand feast, an account of 
such lodges as have not registered their members within the preceding year, that they may be erased from the list of 
lodges or be otherwise dealt with as the Grand Lodge may think expedient. 

7. That to prevent any injury to individuals, by being excluded from the privileges of the Society through the neglect 
of their lodges, in their names not having been duly registered, any brethren, on producing sufficient proofs that they 
have paid the due registering fees to their lodges, shall be capable of enjoying all the privileges of the Society; but the 
offending lodges shall be rigorously proceeded against for detaining fees that are the property of the Society. 

On the 20th of March 1788, an additional regulation was made, 'That ten shillings and sixpence be paid to the Grand 
Lodge for registering the name of every Mason initiated in any Lodge under the Constitution after the 5th of May, 
1788.' And at this meeting another resolution passed, 'That no Lodge should be permitted to attend or vote in Grand 
Lodge, which had not complied with this regulation.' 
exxi The following Order of Procession was observed: 

The proper Officers, bearing the city insignia. 

The right hon. Lord Provost and Magistrates. 

Band of instrumental music. 

A band of singers. 

The lodges according to seniority, brethren walking three and three. 

Lodge of Grand Stewards. 

Nobility and Gentry, three and three. 

Office-bearers of the Grand Lodge, in their badges of office. 

Officers of the Grand Lodge, with insignia. 

Grand Wardens. 

Deputy G. Master } GRAND MASTER { Substitute 


cxxiiThe particulars of this part of the ceremony were exactly similar to that observed at laying the foundation-stone of 
the South Bridge 

cxxiii The following are some of the general regulations for the management of this School: 

Every child who is admitted into the School must be the daughter of a Mason who has been initiated into the Society 
three years, and registered in the books of the Grand Lodge; and such child, at the time of application, must be 
between the age of five and ten years; not weak, sickly, or afflicted with any disorder or infirmity: must have had the 
small-pox, and be free from any corporeal or mental defect. There is no restriction as to her parochial settlement, 
whether it be in town or country. 

Children continue in the School till they attain the age of fifteen years, during which time they are carefully instructed 
in every domestic employment; and when they quit the School, are placed out as apprentices, either to trades, or as 
domestic servants, as may be found most suitable to their respective capacities. 

A Quarterly General Court of the Governors is held on the second Thursday in January, April, July, and October, to 
receive the reports of the General Committee, order all payments, admit and discharge children, and transact all 
general business relative to the Charity. 

A General Committee, consisting of perpetual and life Governors, and thirty annual Governors, meet on the last 
Thursday in every month, to receive the reports of the Sub-committees, and give such direction as they shall judge 
proper, subject to the confirmation or rejection of the succeeding Quarterly Court. 

A House Committee, consisting of twelve members of the General Committee, meet on the Thursday preceding each 
meeting of that Committee, (or oftener, if any matter require their attendance,) to whom the internal management is 
specially delegated; for which purpose they visit the School in weekly rotation, examine the provisions and stores 
sent in for the use of the Charity, and see that the several regulations are strictly complied with, and report their 
proceedings to the General Committee. 

A Committee of Auditors, consisting of twelve members of the General Committee, meet previous to every Quarterly 
Court, to examine the vouchers and accounts of the Treasurer and Collector, see that the same are properly entered by 
the Secretary, and prevent any payments being made, which have not been previously examined and approved by the 
House and General Committees. 

cxxiv Abstract of the general Principles upon which this Charity is conducted, and the Qualifications and Privileges of a 
Governor. 

1 . Every person subscribing one guinea annually, is deemed a Governor, or Governess, during the time such 
subscription is continued. 

2. Every subscriber of ten guineas, or upwards is deemed a Governor or Governess for life; and such Governor is a 
Member of the General Committee. 

3. The Master for the time being of any lodge subscribing one guinea annually, is deemed a Governor during that 
time. 

4. The Master for the time being of any lodge subscribing ten guineas, is a member of the Committee for fifteen 
years; and on such lodge paying the further sum of ten guineas within the space of ten years, such Master for the time 
being is a Governor, and member of the Committee, so long as such lodge exists. 

5. The Master for the time being of any lodge subscribing twenty guineas, is a perpetual Governor, so long as such 
lodge exists. 

6. Any subscriber who has already made a benefaction of ten guineas, or the Master of any lodge who has contributed 
twenty guineas, and chooses to repeat such donation, is entitled to the privilege of a second vote on all questions 
relative to the Charity. 

7. The executor of any person paying a legacy of one hundred pounds for the use of the Charity, is deemed a 
Governor for life; and in case a legacy of two hundred pounds, or upwards, be paid for the use of the Charity, then all 
the executors proving the will are deemed Governors for life. 

8. Every Governor has a right to vote at all Quarterly and Special Courts; and every Nobleman, Member of 
Parliament, Lady, Master of a country lodge, and Governor not residing within the bills of mortality, have a right to 
vote by proxy, at all ballots and elections; but no person, being an annual Governor, can be permitted to vote at any 
election until the subscription for the current year (and arrears, if any) are paid to the Treasurer. 

9. Any Governor supplying this Institution with any article, wherefrom any emolument may arise, shall not vote on 
any question relative thereto; nor can such Governor be a member of any Committee whatever during the time he 
serves the Charity. 

cxxvThis was a locket, adorned with diamonds and the emperor's cypher, 
cxxvi Of this Society we have the following account in this tract: 

'Whether this sect be the same with that of the Freemasons, or the Jesuits, both of which suppositions are improbable, 
is uncertain; but in 1774 or 1775, a Society was undoubtedly established in Bavaria, of which a celebrated professor 
at Ingoldstadt has been regarded as the founder. This society, under pretext of consulting the happiness of the people, 
and supposing that happiness to be incompatible with every species of religious and civil establishment at present 
existing, said with one voice. Let us destroy them all and raze their very foundations. The secret Order of the 
Illuminati included among its mysterious principles, at present exposed to the whole world, the whole of the doctrine 
which the Jacobins of Paris have since put in practice; and it has been proved, by the most irrefragable documents 
that they maintained an intimate correspondence together before the French revolution. The destruction of the 
Christian religion, and the subversion of every throne and of all governments, have been their aim ever since the year 
1776. It was well understood, by the new associates of this Order, that the magic words, the happiness of the people, 
were the surest means to recruit their number with ease, and by which, in fact, the recruits became so numerous and 
well disciplined. Young men were chiefly pitched upon, who, not having yet formed a strong attachment to any 


particular opinion, were the more easily led away to embrace whatever was offered to them; and men of literary 
talents, whom it is important to secure when the propagation of any new opinion is in agitation. When once a person 
was enlisted, and fully penetrated with the enticing words the happiness of the people; let us labour to procure the 
happiness of the people; he became impatient to know the obstacles which were in the way of this purpose, and the 
means to be made use of to remove them; these were therefore offered to his view in succession. 

The Order has five degrees: in the lower, the mysteries are not unveiled; they are only preparatory, on which the 
minds of the noviciates are founded and prepared; then, by degrees, those who are found worthy are initiated into the 
higher ranks. 

cxxviiDr. Watkins. 

cxxviiiSee Freemasons Magazine, vol. x. p. 35 

cxxix From Mr. Lawrie's valuable treatise on Freemasonry, lately published, the above particulars have been extracted. 
This gentleman has given a very satisfactory account of the misunderstanding between the regular and irregular 
Masons of London. After stating that the schism commenced with the secession of some brethren from the Grand 
Lodge in 1739, he observes that the active promoters of it, calling themselves Ancient Masons, not only formed 
lodges in subversion of the rules of the Order, but actually established in London a nominal Grand Lodge, in open 
defiance of the Ancient Grand Lodge, on whom they invidiously bestowed the appellation of Modem Masons, on 
account of a few trifling innovations in the ceremonial observances, which had been inconsiderately sanctioned. The 
irregular Masons encouraged the revolt; and having chosen as their Grand Master the duke of Athol, then Grand 
Master elect for Scotland, a friendly intercourse was opened between them and the Grand Lodge in Edinburgh. From 
this circumstance, more than from any predilection in their favour, a correspondence has since that time been kept up, 
and the same prejudices imbibed by the brethren of Scotland against the regular Masons of England. The business, 
however, being now more clearly understood, it is expected that a general union will soon terminate all differences, 
and that a regular communication will be speedily effected among the regular Masons of both kingdoms. 

CXXxAlluding to a collection of upwards of 500£. being made for the Cumberland School, after a speech of the Earl of 
Moira's in its behalf at a public dinner. 


